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hake not thine auburn locks at me; 
Thou canſt not ſay I did it.— 


A NEW EDITION. 


L ON D © N: 


PEINTED FOR r. BECKET, corner of the 
Adelphi, in the Strand. 
M DCC LXXV, 


KNOW too well the melancholy 

reaſon of your preſent ſilence, and 
do not preſume to interrupt it, or de- 
fire you to write till perfectly conve- 
nient; but the conſideration- of this 
day's beginning a New Year, induces 
me to ſend you my beſt wiſhes (not my 
| compliments) on n chat occaſion. 


I am juſt ed from church} 1d 
there, with the moſt ardent lincerity, | 7 
| X B 1 pett- 0 
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1 petitioned that your valuable life 
might be prolonged beyond the com- 
mon date of humanity ; that your ſen- 
ſibility might never more be wounded 
by the loſs of a friend; that you might 
enjoy uninterrupted health and my 
ſpecies of happineſs, : 
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THE CORRESPONDENTS, _— 
"oo 
HAVE no ſuitable return for your 
moſt kind wiſh: : The ſecond article 
includes every thing; and is the beſt 
condolance I have received; for on 
theſe occaſions little to the PR can 
be ſaid, | 


As to the reſt, when 1 enjoy health 1 
am thankful; but there are not many 


ſpecies of happineſs that I can enjoy. 


People | in advanced life, as their con- 
nexions di iſſol ve, grow indifferent, and 


find their attachment to the world de- 


creaſe daily: the few pleaſures they can 
reliſn may generally be ſafely afforded 


them. Vour correſpondence is num- 


bered among the few that 7 regard : 


you will continue it to me, and accept 
my ſincere acknowledgments. 


B 3 . 
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„ 
T is not probable that J ſhall ever 
decline a correſpondence that does 


me ſo much honour; eſpecially whilſt 


I continue to obſerve your indulgent 
command, of writing © the very firſt 


thoughts that occur when I take up a 


29 


fs have been amuſing myſelf theſe 


two hours with a piece of embroidery. 
f This eaſy occupation engaces the fin- 


gers without confining the thoughts; 
ſo, after a variety of ideas had ran 
through my mind, I began on a ſud- 
den to review my pat life, 


128 I contemplated. the 8 ſcene 


with ſtrict attention; and concluded at 
length, 
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length, that the white hours were infi- 


nitely more than the dark in number; 


and that, far from repining, I had abun- 
dant cauſe of thankfulneſs to that good 
Providence whoſe bounty had exceeded 
my deſert. Caſting my eyes round, 


finding myſelf in a very. comfortable 


retreat, —independant of the world,— . 


enjoying tolerable health, —a few friends 


ſtill ſpared to me; O Memory, thought 


I, what but 2% annihilation is wanting 
to my happineſs | then I could enjoy 


theſe various bleſſings without the re- 
flection of their uncertainty, without tlie 
dread of their ſudden loſs.—Here 1 
broke off my meditation, and endea- 
voured to confirm my tranquillity, by 
communicating this accountof it, which 


I know will afford a generous ſatisfac- 


_ tion to your benign heart; a ſatisfaction 


— — 
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that may increaſe, by. your recolleRing 
to whoſe advice and aſſiſtance I am 


- principally indebted for that independ- 


ence which is my chief boaſt. 

Tou bave forbidden acknowledg- 
ments; yet allow me this once to ſpeak 
my grateful remembrance of the obli- 


gation, and ſubſcribe myſelf, with the FE 


O00 T eſpect, | 


. our moſt devoted, &c. 


. 
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To . 

HE ſubſtance of your letter is a 
very agrecable leſſon in moral phi- 
loſophy ; but I wiſh you had omitted 
the concluſion. How often mult 1 re- 
peat that you owe me no obligation? 
The act of rendering you a ſmall ſer- 
vice was its own reward; and the endea- 
vouring to improve our acquaigtance 


into friendſhip was. to pleaſe myſelf. 


Why then do we not converſe upon 
equal term? Why any reſpect &. the ut- 
moſt reſpect, my moſt devoted ? How am 
I to account for the uſe of theſe terms? 
Can the trifling and accidental differ- - 
ence of our rank make any impreſiun 
on your mind ?—Impoſlible ! —Yaur 
ſoul is undoubtedly fuperior, to rt | 
- weakneſs, £45536 255 $5YOramid 2 Wy 
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To *. 


SHOULD be very ſorry if you 
- aſcribed the marks of my reſpeafut 
em to a wrong motive; and think 


my ſoul is ſuperior to the weakneſs you 
mention, 


I may ſeem occaſionally humble; 2 
profound veneration does ſometimes. | 
make an impreſſion on my mind; but 
it is eharadter, not rank, which excites 
that humility. and veneration.—You 
may remember conducting me much 
nearer the meridian ſplendor of title; 
but you do not remember that I was 
dazzled by its rays.— The hig he rank, 

| . © if unaccompanied by that extenſive ge- 
nius, thoſe exalted talents, that long 
f and improved r with the 
725 world, 


world, that perfect and univerſal know- 
ledge of men and things, which unite 
to form the character of a certain per- 
ſon, could never exact from me that 
reſpect which I cheriſh for im; and 
which is not leſſened by his —_— | 
of my numerous obligations, een 


% 
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To * * 


I you hayel not zultided yourſelf at 


the expence of your an, It is 


all "ey well : bur 22 ao 


« © beware, beware of Flattery J 
It is a monſter, that like Jealouſy, 
Doth make the meat it feeds on.“ 


Long life, as the gift of providence, 


is valuable, if employed to advantage; 


but an acquaintance with the world, a 


knowledge of mankind, can very ſel- 


dom procure either reſpect or happineſs. 


“He that increaſeth knowledge in- 


&* creaſeth ſorrow.” Again, ſays the 
Preacher, © I conſidered all travel and 
« every right work, that for this a man 
« is envied of his neighbour. Of 
2 * making. many books there is no end; 


ce and 
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& and much ſtudy i 18 wearineſs. 4 can 


not think of theſe things, nor of the 
various experiments Which I, like him, 
have unſuceſsfully made to obtain hap- 
pineſs, without drawing the ſame ꝑen- 
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ſive concluſion, that all 75 vanity, 


You ſuppoſe me well ie with 
the world. ] have ſeen ſomething of it; 
enough to be almoſt tired, ſince no- 
velty has loſt its charms. New faſhions, 
new cuſtoms, new opinions, are daily 
ſtarting up. I cannot adopt them with 
the facility of youth. I weigh, ponder, 

examine, perhaps reject, them. The 

world, that world I am ſo perfectly ac- 

quainted with, — derides me as an obſti- 

nate old fellow, for declining its pre. 

ſent mode; but pays no kind of regard 

to my uſeleſs experience. Every age 
| thinks 
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thinks itſelf wiſer than the former ; the 
improvements of every age confirm this 


idea. Take care you become not ſo 


unfaſhionable, as to regard any thing 


but the accompliſhments, the wit, the 


elegance, the genius, * the preſent 
hour! 
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to a better employment. Why do I 
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Pd 


To *. i 


7 OUR laſt letter had very nearly 
put a period to our correſpond- 


ence. ©* All is vanity !”” You are almoſt 
tired of the world! I neither doubt it, 


nor wonder, becauſe there are fo-few 
things, and ſo few people in it, that can 
poſſibly amuſe or engage 2 mind like 


yours. What preſumption in me to at- 


tempt either !—It is with reluctance 1 
ſend this. Could I but know the time, 
the place, the circumſtances, the diſpo- 
fition, in which you received my notes 
but to intrude and break in upon 
your more important thoughts with ſuch 
frivolous inſignificance Perhaps the 
very inſtant of reading this was devoted 


ſay 


24 Tur FORRESPONDENTS. 
Gay perhaps ? there is no doubt of it. 


Pardon therefore the interruption; and 


reſume (before it is wholly broken) the 
thread of your contemplation. 
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To *. 
WAS in a very 111 bene had 
company with me, and had juſt done 


dinner, when your letter was brought, 
Ten times more frivolous than that was 


the converſation it interrupted; ſo I 
read it over again and again, till at 
length! it produced a change in my tem- 


| per. Your amiable and generous ſoli- 


citude to pleaſe me, infpired me with an 
inclination to pleaſe my gueſts. In pro- 
portion as my endeavours ſucceeded, 

my chearfulneſs increaſed; every body * 
ſeemed to improve; and the evening 
went off with tolerable ſatisfaction. 


So, for this time, becauſe of the 


good effect they had on me, 1 pardon 


your diffidence, your doubts, ſcruples, 


26 em CORRESPONDENTS. — 
and apologies; but repeat them not, I 


conjure you. Believe, that all times, 
in all places and circumſtances, your 


letters will be acceptable. Herewith L 
return you a pacquet, (October and 
December inctuſive) and, to ſatisfy you 


ſtill farther, will in future delay open- 


ing them till the proper moment of 


leiſure. 


Adieu! if you now perſiſt in apolo- 


gies, you are not the perſon I take you 
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IJ7OU are not diſpleaſed with me? 

1 I am and will be the perſon you 
take me for: but indeed you could not 
have choſen a worſe time for the reſto- 
ration of my letters. I have been read- 
ing them over as I burnt them, and am 


" 2 
5 *. . * 


put entirely out of conceit with myſelf. 

Such low, trifling, ridiculous ſtuff, and 
above all, ſuch a ſeeming imitation of 
your ſtile and manner—Yet I proteſt it | 
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is not an imitation. Don't laugh at my 

vanity.— I mean only hat ſtyle (very 

different from other writing) in which 
vou honour me with a familiar corre- 
| tpondence. | "FOI | 


J remember you were angry at ſuch , 
an obſervation once before; but I can- 
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- 15 THE CORRESPONDENTS, | # 
not help being ſtil} of opinion, that this 

mode of expreſſion, particularly the 4 

ſhort and interrogatory ſentences, how- 7 

ever ſuitable to you, do very ill become 

your correſpondent, 
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"|| 7 HEN [firſt propoſed this friend- 
ly correſpondence, you pleaded 


inability to maintain it ; upon which, 1 
promiſed never to write or require long 
or correct letters. A few artleſs lines, 
expreſſive of health, of friendſhip, of 
any thing but ſtudy and affectation, was 
all that I requeſted from you, or gave 
you to expect from me. 


I eſtabliſhed at the ſame time a very 
unexceptionable conveyance; and pro- 
miſed to return your letters: in ſhort, 
according to my notion of things, J re- 
moved every objection that diffidence, 
diſcretion, or delicacy could ſuggeſt. 


Your letter intimates the contrary. 
You are now diſſatisfied becauſe there 
3. appears 
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appears a ſimilarity in our ſtyle.---Have 
lf T not already told you, that when two 
l perſons of ſimilar but I hate repeti- 
I} . tions—your next letter will decide the 
| point. If you chuſe to diſcontinue the 


correſpondence, I ſhall readily acqui- 
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| eſce : but pray do not give yourſelf the 
trouble of writing any more excuſes. 
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eee 


A I venture to write at all? for 
now you are indized ſeriouſly an- 
gry, and with reaſon. Forgive me this 
once, and I will endeavour to merit 
your forgiveneſs, 52 


We have had ſeveral new plays this 
winter ;—but I ſuppoſe you have read 
them all. —Two I know are publiſhed, 
Zingis and Cyrus, which laſt I ſaw a few 
nights ago, and was extremely well en- 
tertained. 5 3 


Lou muſt allow me to confine my 
criticiſm entirely. to the performance, 
which I thought remarkably happy. 
Mrs. Yates was amazingly great; the 
part is quite in her caſt; ſhe was charm- 
ingly ' dreſſed, preſerved the idea of 

rovalty 
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royalty through every ſcene, and in 
every different attitude /ooked a Man- 
dane. Mr. Powell too pleaſed me ex- 


ceedingly ; his perſon was greatly fa- 
voured in a ſingular and very becoming 


dreſs; and I thought I diſcovered ſe- 


veral new beauties in his action. He 


drew tears from me without ſpeaking a 


word, in that ſcene where his mother 


urges him to acknowledge himſelf her 


ſon; and he with infinite emotion de- 


elines the explanation. Theſe tears 


were all I ſhed. I am ſeldom much 


affected by pompous declamation or 
high-wrought paſſion; and the poet 


had well nigh forfeited my pity for 
Mandane, by painting her fo lavage i =Y 


her revenge. 


31 pleaſed with two circumſtances 


in the exhibition of this piece, which I 


never 
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never remember to have ſeen before; 
one was, the ſtage being wholly co- 
vered with green cloth, which appeared” 
quite proper, as the ſcene lies without 


doors; and prevented the abſurdity of 


bringing carpets to fall upon :—the 
other was, ſeeing Mrs. Yates, in a ſup- 
poſed agony of terror, fall motionleſs 
to the ground without aſſiſtance. The 


audience in general applauded this man- 
ceuve; and ſeemed ſenſible how much 


better an effect it had than her being 
caught by attendants, whoſe unmean- 
ing faces would probably have "_ 
the ſcene. 


Enough at this time for the patience 
of my noble reader, who wiil now, I. 
hope, ſign a free pardon for his reform- 


ed and penitent correſpondent, 
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OUR pardon is undoubtedly ſign- 

ed, ſealed, and delivered ;—but I 
cannot greatly admire the epithet you 
beſtow on me, and mult beg leave to 
diſclaim it. It is not your noble reader, 
but your friend, your good friend, who 
returns thanks for your letter; and was 
very well pleaſed with your criticiſm— 
Come then, let us hear a little more of 
the matter. Let us know what you are. 
affected by in dramatic repreſentation, 
if not by declamation or paſſion: alſo 


what ſpecies of theatrical entertainment 


you prefer to the reſt. Here is a large 
field, from which I: expect a copious 


harveſt. Adieu! 
Tours very ſincerely. 
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E field may be large, and the 

harveſt great.z yet the labourer 

may not have ſtrength to reap it, But 

this is not an apology; for I enter very 
cheerfully upon my taſk, 


My theatrical taſte, then, (without 
farther preface) has undergone ſeveral 
revolutions. When I was about half 
my preſent age, I admired nothing but 
pantomime, and the agile tricks of 

Harlequin, though, at the ſame time, 
prompted by childiſh vanity, I affected 
to deſpiſe them. Soon after that period, 
my taſte really altered. Romeo and 
Akxander became my heroes; I was 


pleated with. alternate ſighing and 2 
ing; and the moſt extravagant ſcenes z 
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T cf the moſt extravagant tragedies ap- 
peared to me che nobleſt and moſt de- 


ugheful. Weaned from this folly, 1 
"took a ſtrong fancy to muſical pieces, on 
account of performing them on my own 
ijnſtruments; then aſcending, as I 
thought, a full ſcale in the climax of 


refinement, nothing would pleaſe me | 


but the 7alian opera: this, however, 
was a ſhort-liv'd paſſion; and was ſuc- 
ceeded by a fondneſs of the hiſtorical 


15 eee plays that are uſually 
dee under th id of gente comedy; 
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29 1 terme Re- 
gearding the cheatres as the mirror of hu- 
man life, I prefer ſuch pieces as reflect 
in my notions the moſt agreeable repre- 
ſentations of it: from hence ariſes my 
- admiration of Shakeſpeare, I have na 
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time to con ſider how he ſtrains pr oba- 
1: bility in his events, my attention, is 
*>=wholly engaged by the innumerable 


ſtrokes of truth and nature in his cha- 


rafters, How amiable, how intereſting 


are ſome of theſe! I am not going to 
write a panegyric on chis immortal hard, 
but I ſhall for ever love and honour his 
memory, becauſe he is tlie only poet 


(that I know of) who has delineated to 
| perfecti ion the character of a female 
. friend... Now, if to chis ſome znanly ori- 

tic ſhould wittily object, that Shakeſ- 

peare created many imaginary beings, I 
will readily allow that, becauſe it does 
nct affect this character: We wonder 
at the fairies, at the witches, at Ariel, 
at Caliban, but do we wonder at Celia ? 

No, ſhe is generally paſſed over with 

mmnattention, which alone is ſufficient to 

FRM ; 156 prove 


— 
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prove that the character is not uncom- 
mon, at leaſt not unnatural. but it 
often proves more, it proves a ſlowneſs 
in diſcovering the beauties of this 
matchleſs writer. 


Pray, pray, now, good lords of the 
creation, let us do juſtiee to my favou- | 
rte heroine: while Davidand Jonathan, 
Pylades and Oreſtes, Damon and Py- 
thias, are ſo triumphantly held up on 
your ſide, let us at leaſt erect one ſtand- 


ard of friendſhip on our own, and in- 
ſcribe it — the nanies 'of Celia and 


Rofalind.” 2-3 


2 21 111. 


e my wabe fut — the 

IAtuation of theſe two friends. 
« Rofalind,zhe old Duke's daughter, 
18 9 509 baniſhed. with her father . . for 
„ 
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+ » + thenew Duke's daughter, her cou- 
ſin, ſo loves her, {being from their 
cradles bred together) that ſhe would 
have followed her exile, or have diet 

to ſtay behind her.” 6 


Obſerve too, that Roſalind carried 
the palm of beauty; ſhe was * tall and 
fair,” her couſin, © low and browner.”. 
Thou art a fool;”. ; ſays che Duke 
to Celia, © ſhe robs thee of thy name; 
and thou wilt ſnew more bright, and 
ſeem more vertuous when ſheis gone.“ 


And now let us recollect the conduct 
and ſentimentsof this magnanimous girl. 


Cel. I pray thee, Roſalind, ſweet my co, be 
merry. | FIT 

Ro/. Dear Celia, I ſhew more mirth than I 
am miſtreſs of; and would you I were yet mer- 


rier ? Unleſs you can teach me how to forget a 
„ 5 baniſhed 


— „ 7 


1 104244402 [HT 
4. — 


8 ... THE CORRESPONDENTS. | | 
banited Rrher, you at} not t expect me 10 re- 5 
member any extraordinary pleaſure. 0 
Cel. Herein I ſee thou loy'ſ me not. with the | 
full weight that i love thee, . If my uncle, 
thy baniſhed father, had baniſhed my father, ſo 
thou hadſt been ftill with me, I could have taught 
my loye to take thy father for mine. 
Nas. Well, I will forget the condition of my 
own eſtate to rejoice in yours. — 
Ca. Vou know my father hath no child but 
I, nor none is like to have: and truly, when he 
dies, thou ſhalt, be bis heir; for what he hath 
taken away from thy 1 father per force, I will ren- 
der thee. again in aſegien; by 1 mine honour, T 
will;---and. When A1 break that oath let me turn 
monſters; therefore, my ſweet Roſe, my dear 
Roſe, be —_. 


91 2d £45; 

DfhsT ** over 11 Senerous, pinterceſſich 

wih the Duke, when his anger breaks 

out againſt Roſalind, and ſhall trouble 

. yononly with what immediately f follows 
* ſentence of her baniſhment. 


* 


—B ·˙ . - r — 


— 


EI. — 
** 
— 4 . 


KK ³ ũ . 
6 * 


Cel. O, 


3 


» Re 3 7, 18 
2 


2 3 ; 
FIND e 


<> 1 * x £ * 

3 . 
SFE 
ccc 
8 N r 

85 F n 


THE CORRESPONDENTS. | 31 


_ - GS a; be 
* Fo Ss 5 


AS, 


Cel. O. y poor Roſ alind? where wilt thou go? 
Icharg thee, be not thou more bee than Lam. 
91 I have more cauſe. > v6 13d mom 
Cel. Thou haſt not, Confin' © 5 
Pr'ythee be cheerful; know'ſt thou not atteDalte 
Hath baniſh'd me, his e 7: NEW N 
Ro. That he hath not. 
Cel. No ! hathnot? Rofalindlacks thenthelave 
Which teacheth e that thou and T are one. 
Shall we be ſunder'd ? ſhall we part, {ſweet girl? 
No let my father ſeek another heir. ** 
Therefore, deviſe with me how we may fly, 
Whither to go, and what to bear with us; 
And do not ſeck to take your r change upon you, 
To bear your griefs yourſelf and leave me out; 
For by this heaven, now at our ſorrows pale; 
OT what thou canſt, PII ge nn _— 
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5 The heroic — of this ND; 

1 tion, and the fortitude, conſtancy, and 
cheerfulneſs that attended the execution 
of it, made a very early impreſion on 
my mind; and from the time * remerm- 
0 4 5 per- 
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ber any thing, I remember a particular 


eſteem for the character of Celia. You 


will pardon, therefore, my prolixity in 


ſpeaking of it, and will allow too, I 
fancy, that the play in general abounds 
with moral, poetical, dramatic, and ſen- 
timental beauties. 1 


2. 


I have r now had 5 A to ac- 


quaint you at large with my theatrical 


opinions; for you gather from what! 
have ſaid concerning this comedy, that 
prefer the flow of converſation to the 


pomp of declamation ; and am more 


intereſted, more affected, and conſe- 
quently better pleafed by one Shakeſpe- 


rian tquchof nature and ſentiment, than 


by all the moſt florid and impaſſioned 
m_— of other Wor * 


* 7 


1 have 
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I have be at the ſorrows of 7. beg: 7 
dofius and the ravings of Roxana :=T 
have wept at the generoſity of old Adam, 
and the tenderneſs of Miranda. $f 


How beautiful her addreſs to Ferdi 


nand ! 
— Alas now, pray you 


Work not o hard —8it down and reſt F 


— — you'll fit down, 

11 bear your logs the while.—Pray * me that, 
PH carry it to the pile. | 5 

I ſhall not apologiſe ar che eageh of 
this ſcribble, neither am J fearful of 
your hinking it too long. Your cor- 
rective letter opened my eyes and my 
heart, I fee that I have nothing to 
apprehend. I ſee plainly that the hap- 
pineſs of your friendſhip awaits me; and 
I accept it with the utmoſt gratitude, 
My friend, my good: friend, I bid: you 
mf reſpectfully Adicu, 

C5 


ee 
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CaNNor expreſs the ſatisfaction 

your letter x gave me, I have been 
reading it ever ſince; and rejoice to diſ- 
cover in you that elegant / implicity of 
taſte which is my chief admiration. 
Four heart was rather tedious in ex- 
Panding; but vou ſay it is open, and 
you accept my friendſhip. Cheriſh, cul- 
tivate that friendſhip, and give me yours 
in return. Be aſſured that I ſhall prize 
it highly.—I will compare it to a benig- 
nant ſtar. My ſun of happineſs is ſet; 
and the ſhades of night cannot be very 
far diſtant; but your friendſhip, like a 
ſtar glimmering in the twilight, ſhall. 
iumine and chear my penſive walk. 
through the evening of liſfg. 


Adieu. 


Adieu. I am coming to town. Do 
not write till you hear from me. I hope 
we ſhall meet oftener than we did laſt 
year. 'Youdo not live wholly at * 9 f 
I want to ſee your place there. Per- 
haps I -may not wait for an invitation, 


P. S. 18 your r Pandard firm? or ithive 
you recollected that you were oppoſing 
fiction to truth? A word tothe wiſe.— 


I thall not preſs the ar 1 
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- OWE vou a e * 
for yeſterdayꝰ's intruſion. Your furs 


priſe diſconcerted me ſo much, that d 


do not remember what excuſes I made. 
It was certainly-very ridiculous .. . but 
finding you were at home and alone, 
hearing too (as I went up ſtairs) the 


ſound of a harpfichord, and your voice | 
accompanying, I knew you muſt be at 


leiſure, and entered in that abrupt man- 
ner, for which I immediately blamed 
myſelf, and again aſk your pardon. 


Accept my thanks too for a more 
obliging reception than was due to ſo 
rude a gueſt. I am charmed with your 
little villa, its decorations, its furniture, 
| and 
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and its miſtreſs. The thoughts of them 
all together ſpoiled my dinner, and 
made me repent having declined your 
balf-invitation. My curiaſity i 1s not ſa- 
tisfied; I don t know what garden you 
have: did 1 ſee the extent of it from the 
dreſſing- room window ? Interrupted, 
Adieu. Pray give me a line gere 


Fr 
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To *. 


T was s quite unneceſſiry to take the 


trouble of apologiſing for your ſudden 


viſit I dont know but in ſome ref pects . 


it was better than otherwiſe, becauſe I 
hall not in future expet—You under- 
| ſtand and pardon this freedom, aſcrib- 


ing all to the right motive. Pardon too 
my not enlarging on the ſubject, for 


the polite Mrs. (who gives me 


the honour of taking the air with her 


this morning) is waiting whilſt Lwrite 
this. Adieu. 
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pens: are you, my good friend, 
and what are you about? I have 
been theſe three days in hourly expecta- 
tion of a letter. Your laſt was only an 
apology for one + ſo cool, ſo conciſe ; 
but I © aſcribed it to the right motive,” 
and thought you would write again. 
Let me beg that you wil do ſo imme- 
diately. I hope my vit was not any 
ay diſagreeable or unſerviceable to. 
the cauſe I wiſhed to Promſtes' F 


— * — 
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I» * 


DELAY not one moment to affure 
you, with the utmoſt ſincerity, that 
the honour of your viſit was in the 


lf higheſt degree welcome and agreeable; 
i nor was it at all unſerviceable to the 
| cauſe which, 1 fatter myſelf, you de- 


ſigned it to promote. I only delayed 


writing till I ſhould hear again from 
you, hoping you would give me a new 


ſubject, and ſpare me the neceſſity of 


re-entreating your pardon for declining 
«+++ ++ I know not how to expreſs 
myſelf . ... for declining the favour of 
your particular notice. Tou acknow- 
ledged on Monday, that my objections 


to a perſonal intercourſe were not ill- 


founded; but I need not embarraſs my- 
{elf 
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ſelf with arguments. I know you will 
have the goodneſs to acquieſce, and in 
ſilence too. We fall ſometimes ſee each 
other by accident. © C'eſt aſſez. Adieu. 3 


I ſubſcribe myſelf, with pride and pleaqa- 
ſure, 


r ey 
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ha "I THANK you, I am not of many 
words, but I thank you , and 
hope you will approve my laconic ac- 
knowledgment. I am happy that you 
have at length ſubſcribed yourſelf my 
Friend, becauſe I believe your veracity 
unqueſtionable, and have long been co- 
veting your friendſhip. Nor will you 
be a loſer by the bargain; for this bribe 
will induce me to acquieſce with your 
Seeg determination, © and in 7 lence 
too.“ Ah, my dear Mrs. » 5, you . 
know very well who has the work end 
of che bn pages "= 


1 am uſt at FER e in a tolerable 
gogi! humour with all the world; and 
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having excluded the cares of it for one 
half hour, may poſſibly contradict the 
aſſertion I began with, and prove my- 
ſelf © of many words:“ but theſe little 
contradictions are always forgiven in a, 
letter. They abound particularly in 
love- letters, where an enamoured ſwain 
frequently laughs and cries, burns and 
freezes, lives and dies, in the ſame 
breath, while the tender nymph, in ber 


epiſtles, | hopes and fears, doubts and 


believes, r rejects and accepts, wich equal 
aer and conſiſtence. | 


2 


- ou me. e tell you juſt n. now, * it 
eſcapes my memory, that I was mightily. 
pleaſed this morning by a very trivial 

circumſtance, Tt was in turning over 2 
volume of Sterne's Sentimental Jour- 
ney, (you have read it.no doubt) where 
I was ſtruck by the following paſſage b 
—* I was 


* 1 

S REA 7 rr OG Is + A, one - _ * 
. Ong ˙ RT Te Wc. FA : S rr 

r 8 7G 2 8 TEE r * q Pn 2 — 
n e ne eee <s ON UN; ans EW I GR RR OS ATE TEES OE ET Io ION 

2 N $a r FE » r * N 1 8 ESSEN N 2 
* nm, ad C 3 3 0 * „ / OE Ie x 
8 * rr r 8 5 IE 3 

e 5 


- + = 


= — Oz 
> 
— 
+ 80 
"3, Je 
* 
2 3M 
 - 
2 1 
— 
12 5 1 < {4 
1 
8 982 
_ 
* + SS 
[5 5 
Ts 
i ER: *-* 
E. * * 
RT. : 
+ RK 
445,80 
* q | 
- Le 1 
1 
FS... «83 x 
= 2 
8 
2: 0 
2 
_ z 
4 
2 
2 
jt C2 
Sa £ 


1 


— —— 
— — ———— 22 — _ — 
— eo 9 — - — — 4 
— 8 * . — » 
* a 1 — — — . 


= — 
— — 
D — 20S 
— cn kb, ns I 
— 2 * - 


— — 
p — — 
8 
* — 


_—— 


. 


2 — — — — — 
— — ——— rn rr ei 
ws wt yds <p aot Cdn Ad. 
a — - 
— — = | 
4 — ä _— F — 
PR 8 . 
r 4 ks 3 * 
2 r 2 * WF. AS 


44 THE CORRESPONDENTS, 


better order of beings—a guarded 
frankneſs with which ſhe gave me her 
hand, ſhewed, I thought, her good _ 


education and her good ſenſe ; and as 


It led her on, I felt a pleaſurable duc- 
tility about her, which Prone a calm- 


1 


neſs over all my ſpirits, — aal 


E I». a. 
* 938 


a: #14 fs : . 
* 


J had Hot yet ſeen her face—*twas 
not material—but when we got to the 
door ſhe withdrew her hand from acroſs 


her forehead. It was a face of about 


ſix-and-twenty (not quite ſo much) of a 


clear tranſparent brown, ſimply fer off 8 


without rouge or powder it was not 
critically handſome, but there Was that 


in it which attached me much more to 


it—it was intereſting; 1 fancied i it wore 
the characters of a widowed look, &c. 
&c. 


«© was certain the was of a 
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&c. &c. but you did not know 
Sterne, you did nat therefore fit to un 
for this Fee | 


60 Map 3 Yorick! T knew him, 
Horatia.” He was indeed © a fellow of 
infinite jeſt, of moſt excellent fancy.” 


Pity that his genius was ſo tainted, ſo 
impure, the more pity, becauſe his 
works wil] be read. He ſtrews pearls 
in a ditch, and oi s his readers to dive 
for them. That ſingle ftory of Le Fevre, 
if ſkilfully detached from the life of 
Shandy, would do immortal honour to 
his memory : but it is too firmly incor- 
porated ; and, like the embroidery on 
Martin's coat, muſt adhere to the main 
ſtuff, or be torn to rags +; 
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T WRITE this afternoon becauſe you 

deſired me, though T am in a very 
unſuitable diſpoſition, being extremely. 
peeviſh, tired, and fatigued, by the per- 
ſecution of a viſit four hours long from 
Mr. ——. I believe you have heard 
of him. I had received your letter, and 
was ſitting down to anſwer it the very 
moment that he came in. I was under 
the neceſſity of aſking him to dive—but 
ſuch a dinner! © O gentle Jupiter, with 
what tedious homilies did he weary my 
ſpirits. For you muſt know this cox- 
comb is not one of that briſk lively ſpe- 
cies, who engroſs all the converſation, 
(I can bear them well enough) but a 
grave, ſolemn one, who pauſes and 
takes muff —and aſks i imprint qu 
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tions—and divides and ſubdivides the 


ridiculous nothingneſs of his diſcourſe 


Land forgets the beginning of his 


ſtory, and wonders you cannot remem- 


ber it then pauſes heſitatesrecol- 


lects, and begins again, the important 


narrative of ſome fa mily-connexion in 


the laſt century or the true and ſur- 


priſing hiſtory of his travels through 
London and Weſtminſter. 


He is but juſt gone, as I hope you 


will imagine, by my fretfulneſs not 
| having ſublided, but indeed I had 
cauſe to. be angry, for he baniſhed a 


train of very agreeable ideas, which 


are now irrecoverably loſt. 


a. 


I will therefore trouble you with no 


farther addition at preſent, than my 
thanks 
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thanks for your remarks on Sterne, and 
the complimental alluſion, deferring till 
my next the catalogue of beauties in 
his Sentimental Journey, | 
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„„ 


1 HAVE heard of your * 


vilitor, and ſee him very plainly in 
your deſcription ; but you need not have 


told me you were angry, for I could 


ad that in the ſpirit and volubility of 


your expreſſion, Nothing more voluble 
than a lady's anger. 
this, I have ſomething elſe to commu- 


Enough of 


nicate. You muſt go to the play to- 
morrow. Garrick performs. Mrs, * 
has places, and will ſend to you in the 


morning. is of the party. I ſhall 


drop in by accident. Do not refuſe. 


You can have no objection; and I hope : 


We no pre-en gagement. 
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To the ſame. 
WAS aſtoniſhed this morning at 
hearing that you went away ſo early. 


2 thought at leaſt you would have ſtaid 


dinner, and wanted to make excuſes for 
my deſertion laſt night. Shall I ſay it 
was on your account? a bad compliment 
indeed, but I really fancied you ſeemed 


under reſtraint. You were ſo very llent, | 


and the reſt ſo very talkative, that in 


ſhort I grew tired; and after pleading 
engagement, could not decently return. 


42 


Let me hope for a line to-morrow. 
Were you well entertained ? I thought 
Garrick as great as ever. Adieu. 


D 2 
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"> 


To * 


ES, my Lord, I was extremely 
well entertained : but (pardon me 
for returning your compliment) was much 
happier afteryour departure; not merely 
on accountof reſtraint, but had you not 
withdrawn, I had loſt one of the higheſt 
pleafures a ſenſible mind can enjoy, 
which is, hearing the praiſes of thoſe 
it values. Some company that ſat near 
us, I dont know who they were, but 
the moment you left the box they be- 
gan to ſpeak of you. . and.. . No 
« » « not one word ſhall I repeat. I re- 
member your caution, and will ever 
« beware of flattery.” Sufficient for 
me that I heard theſe praiſes : they were 
7 honeſt 
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honeſt and judicious, doing infinite 
credit to thoſe who beſtowed them, 
and giving exquiſite pleaſure to your 
Friend, : 
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To . 


1 THANK you very ſincerely for 
the generous intereſt you took in 
thoſe people's diſcourſe, and for the 
communication of it: not that either 
reflects ſo much honour upon me as 
| upon your own heart; but I regard the 
firſt as a proof of friendſhip, and the 
latter as a mark of confidence; and 
again thank you heartily for both. 


here was a little error in the begin- 
ning of your letter but excuſable, 
conſidering how late we converſed— 
I called at“ yeſterday, and heard that 
vou intend them a viſit on. Monday. 
They expect you to ſtay all the week. 
» 3 ſhall have the pleaſure of ſceing you 
perhaps more than once, but not ſo 
often as I could wiſh. Adieu. 
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To ws 1 


N OT having an opportunity (tho 

I wiſhed and ſought for it) of 
ſpeaking to you alone at Mr. 56 ht 
am obliged to this method of acquaint- 
ing you with a circumſtance on which 
I ſhall preſume to claim your friendly 
advice, 


It was not 698 you know) till very 
lately t that I could properly eſtimate my 
own poſſeſſions of this world's goods. 
Small are theſe poſſeſſions, *tis true; 
yet conſiderable enough to occaſion diſ- 
pute, for which, and other reaſons, I 
am making my will. It has employed 
me ſome time, for L cannot pleaſe my- 
| elf in the em I wiſh t to leave 
: Wn D 4 "TOR mbre 
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more to Charitable uſes than ſome people 
would approve, whilſt others would 
perhaps be as well pleaſed with a ring 
as a legacy: now theſe laſt ought in 
juſtice to have the preference; ; and 
yet (but herein I diſcover great weak- . 
neſs) I am hurt by the idea of leaving 
any ene diſſatisfied with my memory, 
I would alſo—but I ſhall encloſe pa- 
pers, in which my reaſon for every 
thing will appear. Pray read them at 
your leiſure, and favour me with your 
free opi nion, which ſhall be decifive, 


I fear you will think there is too 
much of irifling circumſtance. Be pleaſed 
to make ſome allowance for /e, and 
then cenſure unſparingly whatever ap- 
pears like vanity, ſingularity, o or affec- 
tation. | 


> @ I do 


* 
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I do not apologize for troubling you 
on this particular occaſion; becauſe 
there is not a diſintereſted perſon on 
earth that I can n bent 
your „„ hf; 
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2 0s..* * 


I the firſt glance of your requeſt, 
recollecting your age and appear- 
ance, I was ſurpriſed, and ſhould have» 
thought a marriage-ſettlement a more 
proper ſubject of advice; but you are 
perfectly right. 


I ſhall not keep you long in ſuſpenſe 
for my opinion, having devoted this 
whole day to the peruſal and con fidera- 
tion of your papers, and am determined 
to approve m ſelf an honeſt lawyer. I 
am charmed with ſome of your diſpo- 
fitions, and hope it will be.. . let me 


ſee . ... guſt ſeventy- five years before 
they. take effect. Adieu. 


8 1 - - 
33H VIENAGY 


as. 
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Th? 


HAT thanks ſufficient, or 
what recompence equal, have: 


J to render; oy 


Lou do not require any you forbid 
all acknowledgements. So be it then. 
The draught is executed; it was copied 
| verbatim; it ſatisfied. all my doubts, 
and will do me hereafter more credit 
than I deſerve. HOOM 


Pray my „ beg your pardon, | 
biit pray have you forgot aſſigning. me. 
ataſk (ſome time ago) in the Sentimental. 

Journey? I am now going to. execute 
it, by telling you what parts of it I. 
chiefly admire— 


* "Firſt 
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Firſt then, the deſcription, and cha- 
_ rater, and hiſtory, and in ſhort every 
ſyllable concerning Father Lorenzo, 
The Preface. The art of making love, 
The paſſage at page 83, beginning I 
pity the man.” The diſtribution of the 
eight ſous. The character of Le Fleur. 
The dead Afs. The Bookſeller's Shop, 
and walk to the Rue de Guineygaude. 
The Starling. The Captive. Le Pa- 
tiſer. The Sword. La Dimanche. 
Maria. The Bourbonnois. The 1 | 
per, and The Grace. 


Theſe are all the chapters I /horoughly 
approve. There are others perhaps 
equally agreeable to other taſtes; and 
ſome I fancy that very few can admire. 
J have wondered ſometimes, as Mr. 
Sterne ſhone ſo much in the pathetic, 
nc 
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that he never introduced the diſtreſs of 
a tender mind on a recent loſs by death. 

Perhaps he might intend it, and was 
prevented by death from increaſing that 
ſorrow which ſome tender mind might 
feel for his loſs. © Alas, poor Yorick !”* 
What an expreſſive epitaph ! He fairly 
appropriated it to himſelf, « There be 
no more ſuch Yoricks. 
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To. * 0 
HAVE not had a leiſure moment 
ſince J ſaw you, or I ſhould not ſo 
long have delayed aſking your pardon 
for that unwelcome viſit, Hear the 
ttue ſtate of the caſe, and believe me 
when I again proteſt it was entirely ac-- 
eidental, and very far from my inten- 


i I told you where we had been, and. 
upon what bulineſs. On paſſing your. 
houſe, *** remarked it as a pretty box. 
which he had never obſerved. Return- 
ing, he pulled the ftring in order to 


take 2 nearer view; and declared it was 
in good taſte. The miſtreſs of it, ſaid 
J, . is a particular friend of 
mine That inſtant, on the carriage 

RY ſlopping, 
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ſtopping, you came to the window. 
There's the lady, I ſuppoſe, ſaid *** z 
a fine woman, an elegant woman, by 
Let us alight for a moment. With 
out waiting my anſwer, he opened the 
door himſelf; I followed him; you 
know the reſt; but as we did not trouble 
you with much of our company, I will. 
depend on your forgiveneſs. 
As for *, he is enraptured with 
you. He aſked a thouſand queſtions; 
and even talked of making you another 
viſit ; but J put him off this, and you 
need not fear it, for he fails in a fer, 
days. I don't remember whether that 
was mentioned in our ſhort converſation, 
but you obſerved, I dare ſay, how ſatiſ- 
fed he is with his new dignity, I want 
your opinion of him. You will give it 
me to-morrow, Adieu. F 
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. * 


" SHALL not venture to give my 
opinion of any perſon at a time when. 
Lam diſpleaſed with them. You will 
excuſe me from that taſk, Your friend. 
—is he your: friend ?—was ſo extraordi- 
nary civil as to make me another viſit 
this morning. | Had 1 been aware of 
this honour,, I would: moſt certainly 
have declined ; it. I am loth to tell you. 
how much it diſturbed me. More in- 
deed than it ought. .. but his ſtrange 
introduction, his unpolite behaviour 
1 had rather he had owned his motive 
to be ul- bred curioſity— but «a deſire 
of rendering me ſervice.— He oy did. . A 
not den but 1 might have ſome com- 
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mands abroad.” Ridiculous - We 
were ſitting in aukward filence when 


the diligence came with your letter, I 
rang tohaveit brought inz and detained. 


the ſervant by a motion, as if I thought 


*** was going, Upon this he aroſe, 

and very impertinently offered to look 
at the addreſſe, I concealed it; and out | 
of all patience at ſomething he then ſaid, 


told him 1 had the honour to wiſh him 


a good morning, He ſeemed ſurpriſed 


and diſpleaſed, but recollecting himſelf, 
made his compliments, and withdrew. 


But how to account for this ſtrange : 
behaviour;—and now that I have given 
you theſe particulars, it appears in a : 
ſtill more diſagreeable light, and pains | 
me exceedingly, I ſuppoſe he thought. ; 


II don't know what he thought——1I 
believe 


0 2 
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believe you will ſcarcely be able to read 
this, it is ſo blotted by the tears which 
] cannot reſtrain , .. . . the tears of 
pride, anger, and vexation. 
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To * . 


\HAT fellow's impertinent viſit did 

not give you more pain than your 
recital of it gave me. I am extremely 
concerned that any inadvertence of 
mine ſhould coſt you a tear. I hope 
he did not preſume. . . . . pardon me, 
I mean not to trouble you with inqui- 
ries; but of this be aſſured, that had 
your letter arrived a few hours ſooner 
++ ++ + Fel tis no matter, he has left 
England, and may perhaps never re- 
turn. Dry your eyes, therefore, and 
think no more of an event which, after 
all, is net worth a ſerious thought, 
Some ladies would have been very well 
pleaſed with ſuch a viſit, imputing it 
to their irreſtible attractions. I will 


allow 
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allow you to be diſpleaſed ; but I will 
not allow it a place in your memory. 


You muſt not be ae at my 
aſſumin g this high priviledge of control 
ing your thoughts. I am authorized 


by the knowledge of your diſpoſition. 
Strange indeed, after three years ſtudy 

and obſervation on the book of your 
mind, if I could not tranſlate your 
ideas, in whatever language they are 
expreſſed, with tolerable preciſſion. 


An inſtance in point. Your chapters 
of Sterne were all previouſly marked by _ 
my pencil, as what Ifancied you would 
prefer. To fay truth, I had marked 
a few more, and think {till chat you 
would have mentioned them, but for 
reafons which I can as eaſily gueſs. 


See 
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See what knowledge I pretend to! 
_ Expoſe me, if I am but a pretender ; 
for there are too many of them in all 
arts and ſciences, not excepting this 
moſt difficult one of human nature. x} 


Adieu. When and where ſhall I ſe 


Sn — 
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To *. 
Nrzxpxe myſelf the honour of 
ſeeing you very ſoon, I decline any 
particular anſyer to your laſt, 


1 muſt again have recourſe to that 
friendſhip of which you have given ſo 


many generous proofs; and beſeech 


your advice on a ſubje& of ſome im- 


| Portance. 


I intended to have decided for my- 
ſelf; but have not ſtrength of mind to 
determine which of txo alternatives: 16 
rigbt. 


A 
From your judgmeng will make no 


| appeal, though it ſhou! q be contrary 
to my wiſhes, nor will ru. partial in 
the 
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the evidence. Vouchſafe to hear and 
decide this cauſe to-morrow, if poſſible, 
. ſhall wait on you about noon for 
that purpoſe, and if you are abroad 
or engaged, ſhall expect to hear when 
it will be more ſuitable. 


A certain fortunate knight (we are 
told in the volumes of romance) had 
an infallible guide or director in a 
myſtical pyramid of adamant, on the 
ſides of which there appeared every 
morning engraven, by an inviſible 


agent, the actions he was to perform 
that day. 


* 


While J 0 you thus frequently 
and have the benefit of your advice, 


your friendſbip i is to me that pyramid, 
that guide, that ſteady and infallible 


5 5 ot 
director. 5 LA | 
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'To * * 


1 HAVE nothing to communicate, 

and write only to enforce my ad- 
vice, which I hope you will Aricsy 
follow. I am, aſtoniſhed, that you 
could heſitate a moment, for, notwith= 
ſtanding the acknowledged gentleneſs 
of your temper, I am certain you prize 
your independence. 


Were parents or children in the caſe, 
it would be different, but in your cir 
cumſtances, good God, what a ridi- 


culous propoſal ! 


* Loet no perſuaſions affect you, haſten 
your tour. That will ſhew them you 
are and will be your own miſtreſs. I | 
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wiſh you health and a pleaſant journey. 

Adieu! May your adamantine py- 
ramid be an happy omen! May our 

friendſhip be as durable as permanent! 
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HAVE had a very agreeable ex- 
- curſion, and employ the firſt mo- 


ments of my return in writing to my 
noble friend. What do I owe... 


hat do 1 nor owe to his counſel! 1 


found, after aſſuming a little reſolu- 
tion, that nothing ee was wanting to 
fatisfy all parties. 


Here then I pitch my tent, and here 


I find almoſt every requiſite of happi- 


neſs. You remember theſe lines : 


An elegant ſufficiency, content, 
Retirement, rural quiet, Friendſbip, books, 
Eaſe, and alternate. labour, uſeful life, 


Progreſſive virtue, and approving heav'n. 


I enjoy moſt of theſe : let me prac- 
tiſe, let me merit the reſt! 
5 J hear 


dF... 


N 
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L hear that you left town on Wedneſ- 
day: this letter therefore ſalutes you 
at *, That charming, that enviech 


retreat, where I fancy you enjoy your- 
ſelf infinitely better than in London. 


How many reaſons are there for the 


preference! I might perhaps regard * 
with a partial, a prepoſſeſſed eye, for 
I have never yet ſeen a place I like half 


fo well. I remember walking through. 


its ſacred groves with a conſcious, an 
enthuſiaſtic pleaſure, that, had I been 
a favourite of the muſes, would cer- 
tainly have burſt forth 1 into o the raptureS, 


| of es 


1 ſhall think mnyfal Tu ar it adds 
to your ſatisfaction)! in the continuance 


of this intercourſe by writing. The 


ſuſpenſion, though ſo ſhort, has con- 
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vinced me how much I am intereſted 
in the renewal. Fou may depend too, 
upon never being troubled again with 
ridiculous apologies and excuſes. You 
kave cured me entirely of that fooliſh 
pride, which was hurt by correſpond- 
ing with a fine writer. J am ſenſible 
that it would be difficult for you to 
Fd an equal correſpondent, and I ac- 
knowledge, with gratitude, your rea- 
dineſs in ſtooping to thoſe who are un- 
able to riſe to you. In fine, I have 
adopted your opinion, that familiar 
letters may, with propriety, be incor- 
rect, or, in Mr. Pope's words, that 
The Letters of Friends are not the 
worſe for being fit for none elſe to 
| readz” and the certainty that none 
elſe will ever peruſe my letters, has 
17 me perfectiy 8 5 in 1 that reſpeRt, 


Encloſed 
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Encloſed I have taken the liberty to 
ſend a few trifling remarks made by 
way of journal, during our little tour. 
They will inform you how my time 
has been ſpent, ſince I had laft the 
honour of ſubſcribing myſelf your moi 
obedient, 
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03S 


OU muſt indeed regard * with 

a partial eye if you prefer it to 

other places, when you are juſt come 

from ſeeing ſeveral finer, I thank you 

for your ingenious and entertaining re- 

marks; and will return them, preſum- 
ing, by the different writings, that you | 
have no 0 copy. 


= And are you really ſo partial ro * ? 
Shall I put you to the teſt © ? Come, 
and pay it a viſit this ſummer. Here 


ac ſome alterations on which I ſhould 


like your opinion. I expect Mr. and 
Mrs, ** *; and ſhall be glad if their 
company or any other inducement 


would draw you hither. Conſider of 
this 
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this invitation, Don't you think in 
your heart, that mankind would be 


happier, if they facrificed more to 
friendſhip and leſs to 0 punc gie. n 


You ſuppoſe that I enjoy myſelt 
better here than in town. I do in many 
reſpects: but ſhail I own (it is with- 
out repining) JI am not ſuperlatively 
happy any where. Once, indeed. 


Ah! happy hours, beyond recovery fled, © 
What ſhare I now that can your loſs repay I 


I never arrive at this place without 
| ſome ſuch thoughts as the above ; and 
at times, in my ſolitary rambles, I 
find them... too deeply impreſſed 
on my memory. Even at this inſtant - 
.. . but no more . You have 
an intelligent * and a feeling 
bs > heart: : 
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heart: You will comprehend my mean- 


ing, and perhaps add one generous 
tear to thoſe which involuntarily drop 


from the eyes of your friend, 
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© the ſoft commerce! O the tender ties! 

Cloſe twiſted with the fibres of the heart, 

Which broke, break them, and * it pain to 
Hive! | - 


” Cannot tell you how many tears 
11 ſhed over the moſt affecting lines 
that ever were written. I wept from 
ſympathy, from too keen a ſenſe of 
that ſorrow, which T hoped you had 
no longer felt. I thought your griefs 
had, by the ſlow and lenient hand of 
Time, been changed into a remem- 
brance rather ſweet than painful, 


Which ſooth'd with cend'reſt thought your E 
_ aching breaſt, 


And built delight on woe. ——— 
Jam concerned to find it otherwiſe, 
and am at preſent in ſo penſive a mood, 


E 5 that 


— 
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that I forcke this letter will be nothing 
but a ſtring of melancholy reflections. 
My breaſt harbours more griefs than 
one, and 1 it will be ſome relief, if you 
ſuffer me to confeſs, that I ſtill mourn. 
inceſſantly a loſs to which the world 


believes me thoroughly reconciled, or 


rather that it muft have been wholly- 


* 


4 


| abſorbed. in one more recent. Ho. 


are they miſtaken! I had two altars 
in my heart. The flame of conjugal 
affection never eclipſed that of the 


las; nor was the extinction of it more 
5 painful. A number of alleviating "= 


: cumſtances 5 but this is not a. 


 Kabject to. be dwelt on. I was only 
going to obſerve, that no calamity can 


more forcibly, more laſtingly, affect 
a perſon of my diſpoſition, than the 


fadden death of a friend by whom we 


knew 
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N TTY: * 2 9 | 


knew that we were beloved. * have 
not been wholly. exempt . from other: 
trials, and may therefore venture, to 
form a judgment. The loſs of fortune, 
or indeed any diſaſter that affects one's 
ſelf alone, leaves many reſources. There 
is a moderation to be ſhewn which 
enables one calmly to bear the ſuffer- 
ing, or a noble firmneſs which raiſes. 
one above compaſſion, The natural; 
vanity of the human heart will ſome- 
times conſole us in adverſity. Selk 
admiration is often a powerful com- 
forter, but wholly ineffectual againſt 
the ſtroke which lays one who loved 
us in the duſt. We are then awed by 
| humility. We call to mind the good 
qualities of the deceaſed, which 
> brighten. as they take their flight: 128 
| eur 0Wwn thrink from the compariſon, , 
7 __ and 
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and we are ready to enquire why we 


ſhould be yet favoured with an exiſt- 
ence of which they are deprived. 


Again, though we put ſelfiſhneſs out 
of the queſtion, and the delight, never 


more to be known, which their friend- 


ſhip afforded, yet ſtill we find cauſes 
enough to juſtify unceaſing regret. In 


the words of an admired author, We 


conſider, with afflictive anguiſh, the 
pain we may unthinkingly have given 


them, and now cannot alleviate z and 


the loſſes we may have cauſed, and 
now cannot repair. We recollect a 
thouſand endearments which before 
glided off our minds without impreſ-. 


ſion, a thouſand favours unrepaid, a 


thouſand duties unperformed, and wiſh, 
vainly wiſh for their return, not ſo 
much 
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5 much that we may receive, as that we 
may beſtow happineſs, and recompenſe | 
that kindneſs which before we never 
_ underſtood.” HOUK | OBA? 
If we add to this the reflection, that 
they were ſummoned from a ſtate of 
being in which they were uſeful, and 
in which they would gladly have con- 
tinued longer, it increaſes our trouble 
to its higheſt degree, ſince almoſt every 
event, and even the moſt pleaſing 
events, may revive their idea, with all 
the bitterneſs of compaſſionate grief, 
The various charms of nature which 
they no more muſt behold, ſeem to loſe 
their luſtre; and every enjoyment, be- 
cauſe they cannot partake it, appears 
GA, 7 £0 5 


W 
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In ſhort, I believe it very poſlible for - 

one to become ſuch a prey to ſorrow, . 

as to think it wrong to ſeek conſolation, 
This however is not my caſe, I have 
juſt been /zeking conſolation. Pardon 
mez for it has been at your expence 
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To * * 
Something too much of this. 
7 1 SHALL not re-peruſe your letter, 

and am ſorry that I gave you occa- 
fion to write. it, How came you by 
fo much more ſenſibility than is neceſ- 
fary to your happineſs? You are a 
young woman, and, in all probability, 
| may reckon upon many years of life. 
It is not for you to talk of © unceaſing 
regrets,” nor to indulge a habit of 
melancholy that cannot be ſhaken off. 
You muſt look forward, I will ven- 
ture to prognoſticate that there are 
many happy days in ſtore for you, 
many bright hours in reſerve. Beware. 
how you wiſfully obſcure them by un- 


 availing ſorrow, 
I 
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If your vanity bore any proportion 
to your attractions, I ſhould repreſent 
to you, that a melancholy air adds not 
to your charms but rather eclipſes them. 
I would ſay to you, (with Malvolio) 
Thy ſmiles become thee; therefore, 
in my preſence, ſmile always, dear now 
my ſweet, I pr'ythee.“ This is not 
pleaſantry, for you really look infi- 
| nitely handſomer for cheerfulneſs, and 
when earneſtly talking, or attentively 
liſtening, your face . . illuminated 
with ſmiles . . . but I will not flatter; 
Py often have I ſeen this ſun-ſhine un- 
ſeaſonably overcaſt by the cloud of | 
thoughtfulneſs. 


| Let me : hear from you. ſoon, and i in 
1 more ſprightly ſtrain, | Adieu. 
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„ 
OBEY your obliging command of 
writing ſoon, but as it is not juſt 
now / in my power to aſſume a /prightly 
ftrain, this will be a very ſhort treſpaſs 
on your patience, 


1 mean n only to apologize for my 
neglect in not having acknowledged 
the honour of your invitation to“. 
There is no reaſon why I ſhould be 
inſenſible of that favour, though, alas l 
there is, at the ſame time, 10 reaſon 
why I ſhould "_— it 


Another apology occurs to me this 
moment (which I intended making be- 
fore your prohibition of them); it is 
13 
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for the frequent uſe of quotation, I 


am very apt to expreſs myſelf in other 
people's words, merely becauſe they 


occur more readily, and feem better 
than my own. I wiſh to know your 
opinion on this head; 'tis not enough 
that you occaſionally practiſe quota- 


tion: the queſtion is, whether you: 
allow it in a general, an unlimited de- 


gree to your correſpondent. 
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To * *. 

I ALLOW to my fair correſpondent 

not only the free uſe of quotation, 
(which, in familiar writing requires no 
_ apology) but every advantage, every 
indulgence ſhe can deviſe; and all too 
little for the ſatisfaction her nee 
dence affords, PAIL en 


TT =, ; 
"4 s \# 4 7 5 & + 
c * 


Your letter which came yeſterday- 
awakened me from a very pleaſing 
meditation on the riſe, progreſs, and 

preſent ſtate of our friendſhip, in which. 
I had concluded it was eſtabliſhed on. 
ſo ſolid a baſis, that neither time or 
chance (one accident excepted) could- 
ever pac: it; and thus I argued the 
matter: 2 


Friendſhip 


92 THE CORRESPONDENTS. | 


Friendſhip between two perſons of 
the ſame ſex, though extremely ealy to 
be formed, is liable to diſſolution by 
a thouſand accidents, from which ours 
is ſecure. Sometimes a difference in 
taſte, ſometimes too great a ſimilarity, 
ſometimes intereſt, and ſometimes love, 
will. untie the ſacred knot, Friend- 
ſhip between thoſe of differing ſex, is 
harder to form and to preſerve. Put 
conſanguinity out of the queſtion, and 
wheie will you find your friends ? 
Single or married, old or young, if 
they are of equal age, their ſentiment 
is not friendſhip. . . It is either 700 
cold, or too hot. Again, if their age 
differs conſiderably, their taſtes will, 
in general, be too oppoſite. Will a 
young man ſcek for animated Pleaſure 
in matronly converſation | ? Can a ma- 

: tron 
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tron. be' ſuppoſed to reliſh the wild 
ſallies of youth? The very idea of 
ſuch a connexion is ridiculous; but if 
adopted in ſome degree, only the ſex 
of the parties. exchanged, mi it will 
not appear ſo. 6 e 


| Let us ſuppoſe that on the ground 
of long acquaintance, a ſtrict and more 
particular friendſhip is formed, be- 
tween an old man tolerably free from 
the vices of his age, and a young lady 
ſtill freer from the toibles of hers. We 
ought to ſuppole, and therefore we 
will ſuppoſe, that they are both diſ- 
engaged from the conjugal tie, and | 
their ſentiments ſhould be pretty much 
_ alike upon all ſubjects. We will allow 


the lady to fancy herſelf in ſome re- 
ſpecs the inferior, particularly in learn- 


ing 
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ing or knowledge; becauſe that ſup- 
poſition, adding weight to the expe- 
rience of a friend, will produce truſt, 
counſel, and reciprocal confidence, all 
which are a powerful cement to friend- 
ſhip: and we may ſuppoſe alſo, that 
| ſhe is enabled to diſcloſe her thoughts 

freely upon all ſubjects, without the 
leaſt impropriety; he being, from the 
very nature of things, abſolutely diſ- 
intereſted in her regard, and incapable 
of any other ſentiment than a lively 
generous eſteem, which can never di- 
ſturb the repoſe of either. 


And now, pray what 1s your opinion 
of ſuch a connexion ? Is it not well 
formed for duration? Yea verily, and 
the rather for its being of a gentle and 
placid kind, forming, as ſomebedy has 

* ſaid, 
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| ſaid, no higher expectations than 
human nature can anſwer,” and con- 
ſequently free from the diſquiets and 
jealouſies which too often extinguiſh 
violent friendſhips and romantic love. 


I had not half done with my ſubject, 
but am very unexpectedly interrupted, 
and as unexpectedly coming ſuddenly 
to town. I think to ſee Mrs. *** on 

Friday afternoon... . . Need I ſay 
more? . . . I can have no other op- 
: portunity of ſeeing you. Adieu. 
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To the "LEAD 


CANNOT reftore your letter of 

this morning, for I put it into the 
fire the moment 1 had read it; being 
loath to remember that your pen had 
ever given me diſturbance. 4 


Think not that I condemn your mo- 
tive for writing. Friendſhip will ſome- 
times be officious : pardon this ex- 
preſſion. I ſaw that you were con- 
cerned for me laſt night, but as the 
occaſion (though too well known) did 
not eſcape my lips, it is more remark- 
able, pardon me again, that you ſhould 
trouble yourſelf to ſo little purpoſe. 


There 
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There are ſome kinds of ſorrow that 
will not admit of conſolation. To 
one who has received a wound that he 
Knows to be incurable, (unleſs the 
ſovereign phyſician ſhould pour in the 
wine and the oil), how troubleſome. are 
the applications of empirics, and how 
impatiently does he liſt-n to their pre- 
ſcriptions! Pardon me yet again for 
this alluſion; but indeed, my good 
friend, you are not qualified . , +» Yo 
remember what Conſtance ſays; ; 


He ſpeaks to me that never had . ,. 0 


Experience alone can qu alify . 4 . but 
I defire not any of my friends to be ſa 


qualified. No. God is my witneſs, 
Ido not wiſh even the party in 1 queſ: | 


0 


| tion to > know oy experience, J f . 
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How ſharper than a ſerpent”s tooth ao 
22 * . impoſſible to proceed Cm « 

| As for your alluſion to the parable 
—— — but I cannot ſay any thing 
about i it. 


9 


Tou Imagine, - perhaps that this 
particular inſtance 1 cannot write 


e hy, why did you give me the 
occaſion 


4 one 2 


. | Tg o'clock. : 
What awretch am I] how fortunate. 
that I did, not fend away the above till 
1 had recovered my. ſenſes! It is but 
| this 1 moment, I recollect having deſired 
: (as 1 led you down ſtairs) that you 
Would write; that you would ** miniſter 
to a mind diſeaſe Ts ib 30d 1 | 
3 | Pardon 
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Pardon me now, once for all, my 
moſt amiable friend. I will not keep 
back my letter. I know you have 
magnanimity enough to excuſe and 
pity me. Beſides, I have an rl 
additional cauſe . . . . L g 


—— 5 


With the ſtricteſt the moſt jealous , 
ſecreſy have I hitherto preſerved this 
hoard of ſorrow but 1 am now almoſt 
: tempted to pour it, without reſerve, : 
into your friendly boſom, and ſeek the 
long loſt charm of n I know | 
not what to reſolve .. . I will meet | 
Diſpatch 1 in his return, and if he tells 
me you are alone, I drink tea with 
you. But do not lead to the ſubject, by 
I conjure 3 you. Let the impulle of the 
moment determine whether it ſhall 
ever be diſcloſed, Adieu. 

1 
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4 OW unreaſonable i is your friend! 
_— He expected to ſee yau but once, 
he has already ſeen vou twice, and is 
now pining with regret becauſe he 

. cantiot Have a third interview. But 
hat 18 this urgent buſineſs chat fends 
you galloping away, and in a ſtage- 


coach tog,, of all OTE at the very 
inſtant huge we ough t to have met; ? 


„ An ſer off myſelf to-morrow. "AY 


I wiſh, x,cquld* but contrive ... and 
hy not? „Enough . : don' * be 


7218 


ſurpriſed. 2] lla 143 ; hog on 
8 * TU meel thee at Phil 


mon} <5 8 | [ 
& TO Wono! 5710 1 — : 
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1 AM returned — much ſooner 
indeed than 1 expected: but what 
am I to ſay to my bumble friend Tt 
do not expect an acknowledgment . 
I ſuppoſe there hardly ever was ſuch 
an inſtance of. N. I'd don t know what 
ewe dh chan er but 1 ue you 
ſuffered no ine : 


1 8 £ 9 
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| Then woman unfolded er 40 al. 
She keeps a ſhop at * in W. and th 

| man, as She told, me, has a ple fn in. 
the navy-office. 1 wonder what. 9 
... but as Hamlet ſays, « There Is. 
no wonder; or elſe bogs is wonder.” g 


ede 0 7 | 
I erpect che 5 of a line from 
you very ſoon, and ſhall be 7 0 to 
. that you are in perfect health. 
12 1 
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B happy; 7 for y ou have the honour 
m_ hear that] am in perfect health. 


* * 2 A 
9 7. 
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Seriouſiy, I am rolerably, well; 23 0 
vow here in-yery good time, and, more 
cover I haye Joſt the coughs, which was 
ut, Judiciqully As to be @ {rou- 
: 1 dleſome SABER. ypai 1; oÞ apt et, 


* _ 
sf - Sad! 47s £974 2 


44 e 


Gre 3 AY &a+ . 5D 4 4 2&3 14411118 


Lou ſap nothing fe em heakh, 
but I flatter myſelf you are well. Your 
eonſtitution, though gelicate, ſeems 
naturally good. Be careful to cheriſh 

a bleſſing, witha t which: you can re- 

+ e offer: SE 0:1 1695 329th A Joe 
Us 101 Dre 

2 ane Wer wiſhed, and more 


I within theſe few * than ever, (ex- 
5 lh | FL cuſe 
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a this abrupt introduction) that you 
could conveniently make ſome little al- 
teration in your manner of living, and 
l appear more in the world: You dv 
my reaſons for this with! et me once 
; again urge them to your conſideration; 
Recollect alſo, what Mrs. . nid to 
8 you concerning the folly, Nin, And 
danger of deing mlt overmüch. 
It was once hinted to me, but not᷑ by 
Ber, nor do 1 inquire into the truth of 
it, that your annual expence in ckarig 
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2 commuticating to my noble 
friend, 1 ſhall only deſire he will not 
cretlit an idle report, and chen ſubmit 
10 His peruſul eee eee eee 41 
a me . „e £33669 it; 
& 20 A FA B L. E. 
Once upon a time a poor enen 
net (ho unfortunately loſt her mate 
in che barbarqus ſhvoring oſecſau, and bo 
was not. inclined to ſeek another) found 
great difficulty in keeping the poſſeſſion 
of her on ſolitary neſt. She had more: 
oyer the in- fortune to be entangled un- e 
awares in a net, which proved moſtly offs 
Ei: fatal to birds of her ſize; for che ſ aaller 
AY : ones afien crept through the meſhes, MW 
| whilethoſeof ſuperior lis and tragt 
. po | «A | could | | 
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could break the net and eſcape. In this. 
diſtreſs ſhe applied to an * that 
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dwelt i in the forgeht, adjaceng, by 2 | 


ſhe was ſlightly — 
bird readily gave his aſſiſtance towards... 
extricating her from the et, and after 
wards continued. to ſhew her great 
countenance and favour. Being un 


uled to the converſation of linnets, he 
thought her rather more clever: than, 
the generality of chat ſp dies, and even 
| imagined" that ſhe _ prove an 
_ mer ret 05 Dünen 
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Reh one wh knows eg of 


natural hiſtory knows that birds, like 


the human race, haue many different 
degrees or elaſſes of rank are 


dence. The eagle, regardlefs of this, 
continued 10 viſit the Innet, and 1 fig 
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process of time, deſirous of more fre. 
Kuen inter dero, became urgent with 
her to remove into his neighbourhood, 
kutnong the ds 

that ſlie Was extremely well qualified” to 
gure im a Higher ſphere. The linnet 
oke better, but at length, with infinite 
© luRahce, the yielded to over. perſua- 
ion, and forſak ing her peaceful thicket, 
wes introduced" by the eagle to the 
9 eee en 
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| ittle attention, at firſt, but 0 
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Joon, the grand miſtake became viſible. [ 
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. ee She could 
det dos like the blackbird ſhe could 
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A thouſand heaks were now opened 
—Y againſt her, a thouſand. realc 


for her ſudden attempt a pode, 3nd 


: ſee 1 the eagle, tis true, e N but 
] that Was no comfort, for enced} day 
brought new proofs that ſheq.N])ꝰ. ho _ 
com anion for him. He wiſhed, her a 
hundred ti nes at that iſtanee, in Which 
alone games appeared conſpicuous; = 
but the removal Was not withaustits 
difficulties. The birds whoſe for ty 
me had left were ho] cen 
Aiced againſthar, and the had'n 
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Irit nor intereſt to ma 


Alas for the Poor 1 "Jinner 1 60 r 55 dec 

by one party, beet NE he 
19 65 ired Ann er ere ſharne art 
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ebe to die frſt, and to re- 
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AM delighted with your Fable Y 
there is a ſiagular, a very friking 


3 mpennity in the conſtruction of it but 


Hke other pieces of zucie writing, (for | 
you know birds have not ſpoke for ſome 
ages): it is liable to divers readings, at 
the pleaſure of d ifferent c ritics. 1 could 


 Pfopoſeitwo emendatians, one reſpect- 


ate aal as pow call it, but which, 
cording to Le Pers and La Mare, 


never claſſed ſo high, and, in pne, 


was but a Nachbird; and if vou con- 


fult that venerable and deciſive critic, 


6 ine, vou will find him gi: 
opbe to the fables ma 


| with 
n i ac. 
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cepted bis propoſal, and rendered more 
happy that ſhort time which his ad- 
vanced age would allow him to expect 
in the foreſt of life. I ſhall not hows 
ever attempt to influence your judgment 
by theſe remarks. Continue to mag 
your fable: _— as you n 5 
WON a 1305 
But 10 will not ee to eee 
that I deſire not a more frequent enter- 
courle merely through ſelſiſhneſs. I am 
vain enough to imagine that: I. œuld 
occaſional ly add toyour ſatisfac ions for. 
you have often very politely expreſied. 
pleaſure in my company, and-ſeemed 
amuſed by the-anecdotes which my ac 
dualntanee with former times icnabled. 
en communicate; Da — 


with your own. judgment Aden 


1 
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2 * * BfR «X91 £3 10 vie 70 3; $9777 31 05 
ro ate infinitely obliging to drop 
A4 ſubject on which I ſhould be at 
| a. to ſay more. It is very certain 
that your con verſation would at all times 
contribute tomy improvement and hap- 
- -pinefs; and yet.. . but what would 
I ſay . . we have diſmiſſed the ſubject. 


219 Tam not however provided with an- 
other; and muſt conſider a little before 
Ilan determine upon what ſpecies of 
eee __ www 1 
ne en a tles 
pray have you read — Montague? : 
un important queſtion, no doubr;—but 
I aſk it oily with aview to obtain ybur 
opinion of Mrs. Broole's·avritings 1 in 
eee W AY 


— 


hab 
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hope it-is not inexcuſable). with regard 
to the merit of my own ſex; and fee! 
gratified by every - ſucceſsful afforty of 

female genius. Tou will laugh ad my 
carrying this chimerical pride fofar; 5 
but I actually iriumpb in the notion that 
the ſtate of literature / in England was 
never more flouriſhing than in the reigns 

of neee Ann | 


a ad 0 pro- 
ductions of modern writers of the other 
5 noed and have ſometimes wondered to 
hear yon ſo liberal in their commenda- 
tions. But one reaſon is, I am too apt 
io compare them with their immediate 
predeceſſors, many of whom, beheld at 
by pour accounts of them, ſeem: tome 
| bore allcompartn r n 
g 
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And pray, having mentioned compa- 
non, let me aſk whether we have not 
at preſent, Mo bale raking, almoſt. 
as many good;auchors of the one ſex as 
of che othe?** © Brooke,. Griffith, Mac, 
 eulay;;Corter,” Montague, Ac. &c. The 
characters of the two laſt have been long 
eſtabliſned with me, becauſe they have 
received the honourable ſtamp of your 
| apPFRkayen. Upon the whole, do we 
Nat ſome chance of ha | 
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org? aneln⁰LIn gnizun 


en Te "Mw. : 
en . 7 1 
8 » . : - | F 


3 "ES, T have read ra I 

and with a great deal of pleaſure, 
M1 Brooke is a moſt i ingenious woman. 
Her works are diſgraced by the com- | 
mon appe llation of novels. | They are 
amiable and intereſting pictures of life 
and manners, not abſolutely perfect 1 in 
reſemblance, but ſketched by the pen- 
cit of benevolence; and tinged with tie 

delicate colouring of refined ſentiment. 

Her deſcriptions of Canada in this work: 
would do honour to an hiſtorian. She 
tranſports our imagination thither. We 
liften enraptured to the falls of Mont 
morenci. 7 


. 
: 


a Without anſwering your comparative. 
om I will allow that the ladies 
you 


I 


OJ AOD Hi 
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you name, and a Ry others, ſeem likely 
enough to crop ene of « our laurels. 1 


wiſh them all proper encouragement; 3 
but your ſex is ſufficiently formidable 


+ 
without the aid of letters; 5 and the con- 
ſequence might be dangerous if you « en- 
croached too for, ypan our . 


:D ane ole DA. 5 015. {01.24 204 


on ſpeak of Mrs: Marauliy, Sbe | 


15 a kind of prodigy. ;],revere her abi- 
lies I cannot bear to hear her name 


|  adetcalbicath, mentioned. I would have 


a ARRAN. I would have, ſtatues 


| Ahne oped lex 4er but ; «1 AL;the.farr 
To SE one pooh want no 
| HIT A, 2 Mrs, Macau. 2110 1 


int Hi 185 8 N ; 1 do : 


ted to her memory; and, once in 
exery age Lwould wiſh ſuch a woman 
to appear, as a proof that genius is ar 


1 
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I do nat apologize, to vou, my fair 
friend, for this expreſſion. , It detracts 
nothing from female merit, and, you 
* muſt allow that, generally ſpeaking, 3 
each ſex appears to moſt adyantage i in 


the ſphere particularly Ren. it by 


Providence. 5 15 
1" If TTVQTG TIDJ& it 4s TR do 9908012 


For contemplation he, and valour form'd, 


{For ſoftqels.he, ad we affe. 


— tow to indict part of your 
— and muſt tell you, chat I am not 
yet ſo much of an Old Nan as to refuſe 
praiſe to alt modern productions. We 
have authors now living whoſe: wotks 
- will ſurvive them, and rective fro the 
ert age the applauſe which hey folicit 
in vain from the prefent,” That fabour- 
able diſtance you peak f, and the dak 
veil of death'calt over natural imper- 


i fea! ions, are wonderful ſofteners of Eri- 
ticiſm, 


Gt; q 
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ticiſm, eſpecially towards che produc- 
tions of real genius, which can never 
diminiſh in value. ; 1 

' Shakeſpeare i is ; the moſt POTS in- 
ſtance of this truth. How gradual his 
progreſs from neglect to admiration, to 
reverence, almoſt co jdelatry ! But in 
trueb, {though no writer could deſerve 
more) he owes maſt of his fame to the 
Gingular advantage of a prafiical com- 
wentator, ; and muſt certainly be content 
0 W i laurdls. with Garrick. | | 


7 * * - 
+ F 


e 7 „ 
3 . \ 8A 1 17 ; 


1 have written ey this time or 
1 ld mention ſome of our modern 
vriters Whoſe works I like beſt, and 
their ſexoral merits. | ſhall mention one, 
though at. the riſk of offending you, by 
makings the ee of your 


A I | 
" 


ane 
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ſex. \Tis the, author of Sermons: 40 
4 bung Women, "You are indebted to | 


r 5 my > 


this gentleman for two yolumes of more | 
elegant in inſtruckion than has appeared 


Tei; ! 5 oy {+43 7 185 


fince the days 0 q Add on... He has held 
up to yo yo u 4 mirrour ingeniouſly cone 
ſtrueted and exquiſitely "poliſhed; "in "i 


1 


which you may behold-« every feature of 


$21 - Off of 


| your, minds, and improve them to 1 * 


2th £3.43 „enge W. T6 


ſtandard. o of perfection At the the, feſt 
gublication of. theſe ſer! gons, recom- 


21 D 


„ 


mended by noyelty and che faſhion, 1 


5 > 7 


met chem in every houſe; ; 1. ſaw them 
upon every toilette. But where are they 7 


{OL 441 . 
no; and haw fell they 1 into diigrace? ? 
+ nt . {5 | 
Alas, they | have een publiſhed eg 
| 16 * 24 2 TON 
than rm years z hey: are become ay 
; ogy * Joer ; 59 <5 1745 415 
riques theyae loſt, negjcted, rf forgop. 


19 * 4 21955 le * 307%; » ak 13741 410 


My! letter is unrealonabiy long, b . | 


| ſpeaking of modern merit, I cannot, 
forbear 


——Ü—4̃— — — OI 
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| bt Ir .f. 
forbear telling y you (though, you will 
hear it ſooner perhaps by the news- 
paper) that Powell the : player i is dead. 


i Die 


He Will be very much lamented. - A 
good actor is mole generally m iſſed 
than a good writer. I muſt own | that 1 | 
feel extremely concerned for his loſs. 
We can hardly forbear intereſting our- . 
ſelves about thoſe whoſe talents are pub- 
licly exhibited for our entertainment; 'Y 
while we are too often wholly indifferent 
to the more amiable ch aracters of pri- 
N vate life. Thouſands, like me, will _ - 
knowledge that they © « could have ber- 
ter pared à better man z” and they 
ought as freely to ack nowledge' the 
ſelfiſhneſs of their motive. Poor Powell! 
| He was rather a leaf ng than a great 15 
| actor; but he had not reached the fum- : 
. mit. That theatre ſuffers greatly. Your | 
favourite Mrs. Arne, was an irreparable 
loſs 
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; los to it. I ſhall never loſe the idea of 
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that ſweet lire tle girl in in ſome particular . 
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characters 5 characters ſo ſo well a OM 
ed to ber, wat) ſho old not have pa- H 
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And 55 you will not haye patience with. 75 
me if 1 write f. fuch long 
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} To 5 
JOUR reflections on Mr, Powell's 
death, reminding me very forcibly 
of the brevity and uncertainty of human 
life, brought on that penſive frame of 
mind which I am but too apt to in- 
dulge, wherein every amuſement and 
-purſuit of this tranſitory ſtate appears 
beneath the regard of a rational being, 
I fay oo apt to indulge, becauſe a con- 
fant remembrance of theſe things might 
unfit us for the common offices of life, 
and detach us wholly from ſociety. 


Who that conſiders the unſteadineſs 
of the ſoul and the frailty of the body, 
with the relation each bears to the other, 
that when the latter is afflicted by pain 
| | or- 


IT 
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or ſickneſs, the former is often a prey 
to fear and doubt; or that while the 
body appears ſound and healthy, the 
foul may make an unprepared exit; who 
that deeply conſiders theſe things can 
avoid melancholy? Who, again, (ſays 
the moraliſt) ©. that conſiders the li- 
mited ſpace of our exiſtence, in com- 
pariſon with eternity, but muſt behold 
with contempt the buſtle that is made 
about paſling this ſhort period, and the 
various aims and ambitions that are 
_ crowded into it?” Our whole extent of 
being (continues he) i is no more in the 
eye of him who gave it, than a ſcarce 
perceptible moment of duration z and 
this reflection alone is ſufficient to de- 
ſtroy our attachment to the world, to 
render its grandeurs contemptible, and 
to make one remain ſtupified in a poiſe 

Ws 
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of ination; void! of all deſigns, of al 
e, of erte te 


Ef 
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Tris well therefore for only that 
they do not long retain theſe ideas, that 
their paſſions flow in and deſtroy their 
philoſophy. . . . but whither am I run- 
ning, and why do I thus tire you with 
Lite and unconnected obſervations? I 
will put a an end | to | them and to my let- | 
0 dete for 1 know n not how to enter upon 

any other ſubject: your literary remarks 
would in a more cheerful hour have 
ſuggeſted N but I can at preſent 
only return my acknowledgments for 


them. | 


-> ww” 


It occurs to me juſt now, that I never 


tranſcribed that ſpeech fromZingiowhich 
you requeſted when I was commending 


it; 
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it; perhaps you have ſeen it ere now; 


but my time is af little conſequence; 


and it will * to fill * the e 5 


5 


Oviſa „ i 0 > her 
; Brother. 2774/1 


If e'er the ſpirit of a warior lain 
Journey'd in ſtorms acroſs the troabled ky, o 5 
Laſt night my brother Zang an paſs d this place, 
And call'd Oviſa home. The voice was deep 
As when high Ai, Making? all his woods, 

Speaks to the | paſſing thunder. "Through my foul 
A pleaſing hbttor ran . Perhaps! ws 

 Owi/a tarries her: — .. The ſilent tonb 

Is not the houſe of ſorrow. Airy a 


Of him who is no more Where doſt thou delt ? 


: Rejoiceſt thou on golden kirted clouds? 


Or is thy murmur in the hollow wind? 


Where'er thou art, mine ear with awful joy 
Shall liſten tothyvbice!—=—Deſcend with night, 

If thou muſt ſhun the day. O ſtray not far 

From the remains of Aunac s falling line! - 
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. . 85 
Wir waiting your anſwertomy 
laſt, T write to congratulate 1 
on your approaching nuptials. Mrs, * 
who came hither laſt night, informs me 
that you are on the point of marriage 
with Mr. ****, I was aſtoniſbed; not 
at the event, for it is more ſurpriſing 
that you ſhould remain three years a. 
_ widow; but rather expected that your 
would have acquainted . . . . that is, I 
did not immediately conſider how chary 
tlie ladies are of their love: ſecrets; and 
indeed I had no right to expect ſo much 
| confidence, therefore I beg you will not 
apologize on that. account. 


Mrs. ſays, you were at firſt averſe 
to the propoſal; * the perſuaſion of 
Gg Voun 


— bY — 
- A BY wv. 
P 8 & R 
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N your friends, and the amiable charafter 

of your lover, has left no doubt of its 
ſucceſs; in fine, that Mr,**** had told 
her, laſt week, that he would never re- 
| — his I: 220 


75 


als — 


on (Ewan: need) af och <a _ 
ſeverance did not carry its point. I 
muſt not venture to write again, leſt l 
ſhould excite his jealouſy, and be miſ- 


taken for a, rival, But by his good 


Raw Li juſt * when . come t to | 
town with my verbal compliments 5 


, 1 ſuppoſe I Thalt hardly 1 you 
gain. Adieu now to grey luffrings 
and plain linen]. Welcome lace, jewels, 
and-bracade ! I muſt own I am 1mpa- 
tient to ſee this briſk. bas FR hes 


| Tas opportunely 
| D 9 | | 
34 Ws Step'd 


: 1 een fables into ba _ 5 . 70 


„1 Hear he hab/a good -eſtate, and i 
ery much of the gentlemeam / IT here. 
was no doubt of your making a good 
choice. I have only to repeat my eon- 
gratulations, and wiſh you albpoflible 
ee wy _ us 162575 


1 
71 
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. only wait the receipt of FE, She 
letter to return . 15 8 it * this moment 


put into my hands. „ OW07 


* 408 JC Ji g 

1 have read it attentivelyʒ but diſ- 
eover no confirmation of the news. Let 
me now ſee what I have been ſaying 


to you on the ene 11909 
64 = 


THT, PHE FOELISPONDRNTS: 

How petulant! but I will not 3 
preſs it. After all, I am a little hurt 
by your want of odnfdate. Yet per- 
haps it is not true .. it ſeems unlikely 

. . you would not have wrote in ſo 
grave, a ſtyle , , Tell me... but be 
in genuous . Tell me the whole affair 
. « It will not diſturb We... Why) 
thould 3 it I make myſelfridiculous 
4. Pray 40 f not keep me in ſuſpence. 

Aer. 1 
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PON what .circumftances:Mrs, * 
founded her intelligence I cannot 

| poſſibly | imagine, nor how ſhe came to 
know ſo much more of this affair than 2 
myſelf. Had I deliberated a ſingle mo- 5 
ment on Mr. * propoſal, I ſhould. OR 
certainly have mentioned it to your 
Lordſhip ; and as it was,. intended 3 DIA 
the firſt time I had the hohour of ſeeing, 


you. 


I don't know what he might ſay to 
Mrs.“ laſt week, but this week, at my. 
houſe when I repeated a poſitive refu- 
ſal of his ſuit, he acquieſced in it like 
a man of ſenſe and a gentleman, com- 
mending my plain- dealing, and pro- 

G miſing, 


ol ETUTCYOTICIAKOD au, 
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mn; never to renew a ſolicitation that 


he fa was diſcgreeable. 1 


He ſet off veſterday for M--p---r 
nat his ſiſter, Lady **, who is ordered 


dhirder; for "i Wee of her health. 


; I ave never ſeen him bre half a 
dozen times; and am ſorry even for 
theſe interviews, ſince they have pro- 


duced ſuch an u npleaſing conſequence. 
1 am hurt beyond meaſure by your let- 
ter .. The manner of expreſſion . 3 
The ſuppoſition of my concealing ſuch 
intelligence . . Or that I could liſten 
to offers of marriage. How little are 
my ſentiments known to one whom I 
thought perfectly acquainted with them! 
Married and you to give credit. Mar- 


rica! 1 ſhould indeed 


* 
£ 
— be 
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—— DE dull of AY 
Taftelef and preſs ascarth, tothinkwithpatience,. 
Without abhorreuce, of a ls Hymen!““ 


1 have never, ; tis true, made any 
formal declaration againſt marriage, but 
on ibis occaſion it becomes me to ay, 
that the man lives not upon earth whoſe 
name I wovLp accept in, exchange for 
that with which I have the honour to 
ſubſcribe myſelf your L,ordſhip's moſt 
e and eee Servant, | 


ak es ** 
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crm _ Death, avi the fabulid, 
happening to ſleep at one time in 
the ſame retreat, their arrows, being 
ſcattered on the floor, became inter- 
mingled; and each, by miſtake, took 
ſome of the other's. Hence the occa- 
fional mortality of young perſons, and 
* leben 15 old ones. 
month 1 Dll virv i —_ 
I was fearful t'other . that the 
[ang of terrors, intending to cut 
my trail thread of exiſtence, had only 
- wounded' me with a ſhaft of Cupid's: 
ſuch unealy ſenſations did the thoughts 
of your marriage occaſion ; bur I was 
miſtaken, and am glad todiſcover, that 
my uneaſitiels aroſe ſolely from your 


| Fuppoſed want of confidence, © 5 
1101 
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You now, I think, ſeem. to harbour 
my opinion of ſecond marriages, but ; 
with leſs reaſon. 2 ou might chance to- 
marry happily, and I beg you, my dear : 
child, to believe, that ſuch a circum». 
ſtance would give me infinite pleaſure; 
that is, if you conſulted me on it, and 
let me buſy ah about a ſettle. 
ments, & c. 2 73 264.1 10 505 10k 


* al, 1 PRs ns is a lle a 
ſimulation; and why ſhould I diſſem- 


vie 2 Adieu for the preſent; lam 


1 ho e „ your leter 
my fair friend, under the ſhade of 3 
ſpreading oak, and there came to 3 
reſolution of entruſting you with my | 


real ſentiments dance ming i enn, ym 
22119 IEA 93 Han ; F iy Foy | 


* — 


5 = - 
40 7 
| 
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Tou have voluntarily diſclaimed alt 
thoughts of changing your condition, 
and 1 hope, therefore, that it is no 
breach of — nm to ſay, 

* ＋ er _ x 
ved thor 1: b 

22 muſt hoe does inquiret too 
N * my reaſuns for ſaying ſo; 
2 Hp eng are ſcarcely known ro myſelf: for 
hs ** ſo deceitful as the heart? 


% ra, 


O 5 OI DITUOVEI Of FEW 
The late Mr. *, (of whom you 
muſt undoubtedly _ heard) upon a 
yoüng lady's refuling his addreſſes thro 
wy favour of another, (who yet, for pru- 
Aiential reaſons,” was not much encou- 
In ages) preſented her with'a handſome 
hg 0 ab to enable her to marry that 
. bother. So at aft | goes the ſtory, and 
8 I am ready enough to believe it, fan- 
7 BY ecying 


"xx conktespokrDENts. + 1956 
cying that 1 could have acted juſt in 
the ſame manner; What greater con- 
ſolation to a diſappointed lover, than 
to render happy the object of his love, 
and awaken in her ſouł a tender and 
lively gratitude. And it might have 
gone farther; for had the lady's no- 
tions of honour borne any re ce 
to thoſe of Prince Prettyman in the 
Rehearſal, ſhe would certainly have 
broke with the favoured lover, and. | 
married Mr.. 4... 4 3 
If you ſhould aſk+ me now, why 1 
have mentioned this anecdote, 1 ſhould 
be puzzled to anfwer you, for it bears 
no reſemblance to the affair in queſ- 
tion. Perhaps it was to obſerve, that 
the circumſtances being wholly. diffe- 
regt, I could ts have made aner merit 


— 

, c W * T 3 
» ©. & £ 71 2 * tO 
3 5 . 
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to myſelf, nor received any recompenſe 
for the advantages. I. ſhould have loſt 
by .your marriage. Da you aſk, what 
are theſe advantages? Your correſpon- 
dence; this familiar intercourſe, from 

which 1 derive a thouſand: innocent. 
pleaſures, and bat place in your eſteem 
which I would fain flatter myſelf I poſ- 
leis, and Which it 1s my. n tO. 
en „ ölen 
Lou will not mifmterpret what I 
have now written. I. mean not to 
ſhackle your affections or vitiate your þ 
opinions, I deſpiſe the ridiculous doc- 
trine of Platonic. love, and would no 
mare be a Platoniſt than a libertine, 
AlL contend for is the preference in 
friendſhip. You will allow there i is 


ſometimes a difference even in the a- 
8 5 jure 
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ture of the ſentiment. | That which 
attaches me to you could not perhaps. 
be eaſily defined : nor is a definition 
neceſſary. You may return it exactly 
in kind, without bewildering your fancy 
or endangering your nw 


{ 


Adieu. 1 3 the " of. 
your ſubſcription, having (very pro- 
bably) given the example... and 1 
would apologize for the hes. « the 
manner of expreſſion” in my laſt 5. {2:2 bd 
. « . how can l be vain enough to ima · 
gine that it eee Shs 
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a 1% 


H AVING com pany who will prevent 
my writing by the Diligence to- 
morrow, 1 take the liberty of return- 

+] ing by Diſpatch my fincere but haſty | 
| thanks for your moſt obliging favour. 


SN ea r DFONL IST 


1 218110 lla l 
1 am Kattered extremely by your 
2491 135 


generous | profeſſions of regard, and 
equally delighted with your approba- 
tion of my conduct, or more properly 
Teaking 2 7 our acquitting me 


from the ch a ge '& leyiry in ſentiment, 


VI 1 TO 10 #7" $} ww a | 


IC 


 # 3% 4&a © © 


It will ever "be my. « ambition x to 
*Þ deſerve. our good opinion; having long 
1 adopted this maxim of ar an indiſputable 

| DA Ig 


| judge, that © 6 T be ; thoughts of 0 "wiſe m men 
| are the irue odors of glory. * 
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To * . 


1 AM to thank you for 2 piece if | 
flattery ſo very delicate, that I could 

not avoid reading it with pride and 

pleaſure. | _ Theſe little elegant compli- 


17 1 


ments, 125 Where more 18 meant then 
meets the ear, are, of all others, moſt 
infinuat ng. I never expected that f ſen- 


079 20019195 
rence to be fo applied. 7 
6 + Sa 2144811 135 Ila. 92 


Mo i VIII 10 1011 
But do you know that I am a coming 


to town again ? Yau will | know i it very 
ſoon ; for I ſhall make you one of 1 my 
firſt viſits, and to ſave the tronble of 
introducing the ſubject, will "acquaint 
you before-hand with my Princip 

errand. I am under the neceffity of 
altering ſome e diſpolitions af = effects, 


a) and 
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and intending to bequeath you a ſmall 
token of my ſincere regard, I would 
chuſe to do it in the manner moſt 
agreeable to yourſelf. Nor let your 
delicacy be hurt by the idea of this 
legacy. Remember you will not re- 
ceive it till! a time when the di Yintereſt- 
edneſs of the motive will appear ; but 
as Heaven only knows how near that 
time. may be, it behoves me not. to 
delay my intention. Adieu. 
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To the ſame. 


HE fiſt wrote, wine is dhe 

ſtrongeſt; the ſecond wrote, 
the king is ſtrongeſt; the third wrote, 
women are e — 


The third was in 1 the night; becher 
wine or the King would have been 
ſtrong enough to have altered my re- 
ſolution, but 1 ſubmit to my Jill 
conquero. 9 


Yet obſerve that in this acquieſcence 
with your pleaſure, I am (like our ge- 
neral parent) 


N — Not convinced, 

But fondly overcome by female charm. 
I yield not tothe ſtrength of your rea- 
ſoning, but to the force of your per- 
ſuaſion, 
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ſuaſion, and now that I no longer hear 
you, am wiſhing to renew my inten- 
tion. | 


Let this, however, reſt at preſent ; 
for there is another thing that nuſt be 
mentioned. I had not courage enough 
for it yeſterday . . . do not be offended. 
To- morrow, about noon, a carriage 
will ſtop at your door. It is yours. 
Your arms are on it. It was built for 
you. Tou cannot refuſe it. The 
horſes are the colour you approve. 
They were bought on purpoſe. 1 
cannot endure your going about in 
ſtage-coaches. Pardon this foible in 
your friend, and make him wa py by 
accepting his n Weiß 


125 


10 


HAVE ſent for Diſpatch to bring 

you this, for I cannot wait the Di- 
ligence. Recall your orders, I entreat 
you. Let it not come. I will not ac- 
cept; I will not ſee it. Cruel obliga- 
tion. Diſtreſſing generoſity. What 
return? . . What acknowledgment? 
How could you imagine I would re- 
ceive ſuch a preſent? J need it not; 1 
don't 80 about in ſtage· coaches. 1 
have A chaiſe to come to town, and 
when there, find a chair more conve- 
5 $0 obs 


I ſhall be at ** * this evening. If 
you ſhould chance to look in, let me 
read in your eyes the forgiveneſs of this 


_ poſitive 
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poſitive refuſal, and a benevolent con- 
cern for having given ſo much pain to 
my ſenſibility. If you cannot come, 
deign to call on meat * either Thurſ- 
day, Friday, or Saturday morning, to 
receive my humble apologies and moſt 
grateful acknowledgments» 


* 
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1 a F F 
e 13 

To ($: %:- 
5 x * - * * — 


LEFT you very Muüctantly yeſter. 
day, and had you invited me to 
dinner, ſhould have broke my engage- 
ment. We had a mighty inſipid feaſt, 
I went home very early, and ruminated 
all the evening upon your verſes, But 
my memory is bad. Poſitively you 
muſt oblige me with another fight of 
them. Without ocular demonſtration 
I would not have believed that you or 
any body could write ſuch an extem- 
pore. 


I have ordered Diſpatch to bring 
you a coach and horſes, Now dort 
be alarmed again. *Tis not for you, 
burt your little viſitor. 1 hope ſhe will 
os TH not 


— — 
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not mortify me by the refuſal of 4 
3 Rove. * that effec- 
tually. , 


1 am not in ah ſpirits to- day, 
T he air ſeems groſs to me and heavy. 
I have not, for ſome years, breathed 
freely in London, at leaſt I fancy ſo, 
and intend. to decamp very ſoon. I 
wiſh you could let me know when it 
will ſuit. you to receive a tedious viſit, 
J muſt drink tea and ſup with you. 
Be alone; it is uncertain when we ſhall 
— Adieu. er 
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LO 

FJ am to fix a time for receiving 

the honour of your viſit, let it be 
Wedneſday next. You will let me 
know whether that day is ſuitable ; but 
T ſhall certainly be diſengaged, and 1 
think too, you will then have the ad. 
vantage of W N the "Og of a 


? 


fuss gd bes $97 anne 


Vou had charmed my little gueſt by 
your condeſcending notice, and have 
now won her heart by your preſent.' 
e She would give all the world, ay 
twenty worlds if ſhe had them, to ſee 
you again, and thank you for it, and 
ſit on your knee, and ſing you another 
ſong.” *Tis an amiable little creature 


Ms and 
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and knowing enough for her age. 
% What a fine coach !” ſaid ſhe; 0 
Ma'am, if it was but a little bigger, 
and the horſes alive! Py Why what then? 
4 Oh then I'd get into it, and ſay, Here 
you Mr. Coachman, carry me to the 
place you come from. Ion der,“ pur- 


ſued ſhe archly, I wonder where he 


would carry me to?“ I can't tell really, 


but, to the toyſhop perhaps. She looked 


g grave. Ay, very likely, but I don't 
A want to £0 there. a 


1 Need T apologize for this childiſh 


4 prattle ? Will you not rather eſteem 
it as a Pleaſing proof that the human 


heart is v7 g eee of Satt 
tude. 5 1 
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I SWEAR to you my ain Fiend, 

that I have not, theſe twenty years, 
enjoyed ſo many happy hours, ſucceſ- 
fively, as I did laſt night in your, com- 


pany. 


{ 
The variety of entertainment you 
N the elegant tranquillity of 
the fcene, the harmony of the, inyiſible 
concert, the ſimplicity of the repaſt, 
the charms of your conyerſation „ 
never ſau you ſo ſprightly, ſo animated 
. . . Ah my fair friend! : IEA me 
no more ſuch. banquets . 41 ! hould 
purchaſe them too dear. 


What an odd compliment it is, to, 
tell. you. I had a moſt agreeable ride 
1 home; 
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home; T ought rather to ſay, I left 
you and happineſs together ; bur it 
was no ſuch thing; for the ſerenity of 
the air, the brightneſs of the moon, and 
the ſtrength of ſome very pleaſing ideas, 
inſpired me with ſo much chearfulneſs, 
that I perceived not the length of the 
way, and was even ſorry to quit my 
reverie. 


But how will you excuſe yourſelf for 
making ſuch a rake of me ? and how 
long do you think it is, ſince J loſt a 
whole night's reſt Are theſe frolics 
ſuited to my time of life? You will ſay 
I might have gone to bed this morning. 
That's true; but the riſing ſun would 
have reproached me; and moreover 
but your pardon .., | belides, oue rea- 
ſon is ſufficient, 


* 
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My dear Mrs., I ſhall eſteem it a 
very particular favour, if you will im- 
mediately ſit down, and acquaint me 
how you employ yourſelf, and what 
were your meditations, from the mo- 
ment I left you till brealctaſt time. 
Mine are committed to paper, and if 
you deſire it ſhall accompany my next 
letter. . N 


I muſt alſo requeſt copies of your 
garden- inſcriptions. I know they are 
from Shenſtone and Akenſide, but I 
want to compare the alterations at my 
lein: 0 mn 97 Bara 
elt bad o1 Sg wn igen 

Adieu. Accept a thouſand acknow- 
ledgements, and haſten your anſwer. 


+ © 
+ © 


H 4 
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—_ 
FF I did not comply with your requeſt 
immediately, I ſhould moſt probably 
decline it; but am juſt now ſo pleaſed 
and flattered by your obliging compli- 
ments, that I cannot * your com- 
mands. 
e moment, then, that your car- 
riage was out of ſight, I retired to my 
chamber, and as ſoon as all around me 
was quiet, I threw up the ſaſhes for air, 
and began to walk very gravely back- 
wards and forwards, endeavouring to. 
recollect every circumſtance of the even- 
ing, in order to cenſure or acquit my 
own behaviour and converſation. But 
this was not a very eaſy taſk : for the 
| * 


ET AZENTAQIDICTIHAON TYP 82 
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Domeſtic Deity, as Sterne moſt elegantly 
phraſes it, © was either talking or pur- 
ſuing, or was in a journey, or peradven- 
ture he N and could not be awokey 


801 ſat me. down by the window, 
and watched the progreſs of the 1 moon, 
who now, | 


Apparent Queen, unveil'd her peerleſs light. 


And o'er the earth her ſalver 98 Aren. 
4 


Immediately ſeveral images of, 1 
poets, relative to this beautiful Jumi- 
nary, crouded into my thoughts: z but 

I hmm more. 1 dae to Wd. Fab 


: +; 


1 then ngioed to myſelk, 1% Kar 
you were got by that time, and fancied 


that) you (and perhaps numbers beſides) 
H 5 werd 
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were juft then contemplating and enjoy- 
| ing the mild luſtre of Cynthia. 
a 'The 3 moon, in n every diſtant age, 
Hath held a ep to wiſdom, — 
Tae medirations at 1 brought 
on a ſuitable diſpoſition for Reflection 
: to eſſume the cenſorial dignity ; and it 
was a aſſumed. The trial laſted near an 
hour, when, after a full hearing, the 
defendant was acquitted « of capital im- 
propriety, but convicted of ſome trivial 
miſcemeanours. , as too g' eat a ſolicitude 
10 pleaſe, a lutle affectat on, more va- 
ml and a large! ſhare of fimp'e credu- 
lity. She was alſo indicted for having 
received too much ſatisfaction; but 
pleaded in excuſe, her intention of fu- 
ture ſelf-denial: upon which the court 
broke up, without aGudging any. other 


5 — 


9 4 71 : 
i c T3þ 31. 
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Now morn her roly ſteps i th eaſtern clime 
e | 
IJ was not b to leep, and 
ſcarcely knowing how to employ my- 
ſelf, Iwent ſoftly down ſtairs, and took 
a few turns in the garden. Paſſing by 
the grotto, I chanced to eſpy on the 
table ſome flowers that you had ga- 
thered. They looked faded, but 1 
thought that water and a little atteh⸗ 
tion might revive them; ſo I returned 
with them to my chamber, and pre- 
ſently after, addreſſing myſelf to ſleep, | 
had a comfortable repoſe of two hours | 
before I aroſe to breakfaſt: + PF 


[ 
Here ends my 3 I wil | 
ſend to you without reading it, leſt I 
mould repent of its unneceſſary frank- 
neſs. Let me add, that the flowers 


a _— quite revived, have diſpoſed 
* U H 6 5 them 
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them in a groupe, and am painting; 
their portraits in water-colours, with. 
this motto. 

Live a butle longer. 


You defire 3 of my inſcriptions. 
I ought to mention, that the zablers are 
moveable, and very rarely exhibited ;. 
for the generality of my viſitors have 
no notion of ſuch things, and would: 
make them a matter of wonderment. 


This is the firſt. 


© ye, who bathe in courtly bliſs, 
Or toil in fortune's. giddy ſ Phere, 


Po not too raſhly judge amiſs 
Of one who lives contented here. 


Nor yet diſdain the narrow bounds 
That ſkirt this garden's ſimple _ 
Hor pot deride the ſcanty mounds . bx ah 


That fence yon waters peaceful tides 
The 
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The tenant of the ſhade forgive, 
For wand'ring at the cloſe of d day, 
With j joy to ſee the flow* rets live, = | 
And hear the linnet's temp! rate lay. 


And O makes: ad from Ari 

From fraudful hate, and frantic glee, 2 
From every fault of poliſh'd life, © 
Theſe ruftic ſcenes are haply fre. | 


you 


The ſecond bears the alterations bet⸗ 
ter; as you ſhall judge. Indeed the 
grotto was made to the inſeription, and 


not that to the grotto. 


To me, whom in their lays,. the ſhepherds call. 
Felicia, daughter of content and health, 

This cave belongs. — The fig-tree and the vine, 
Which o'er the rocky entrance downward ſhoot, 
Exclude the beams of Phœbus.— CowIlips pale, 
Primroſe, and purple lychnis deck the green 
Before my threſhold ; and my ſhelving walls 
The honeyfuckle covers. Here at noon, ' | 


'Lul?d by 6 the murmur of my ths fount, 
1 — N 
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I lumber. —Here my cluſt'ring fruits I tend, 

Or from the humid flow'rs, at break of day, 
Freſh garlands weave, and chaſe from all my bounds 
Each thing impure or noxious, —Enter in, 
O ſtranger, undiſmay'd, and if a friend 


Toyvirtue, not unwelcome ſhalt thou tread 
My quiet manſion ; chiefly if thy name 


Wiſe Pallas and th? immortal anche own. 


L finiſh. this tedious letter, FEY 
nothing further ro add or © defire,” 
only that you will pleaſe to belieye me, 
with che moſt reſpectful: attachment, 

=.” Eu cc. &c. 
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A* D 0 you have no euriofity—at 
leaſt you do not © defire”——it's 
very well; and you certainly are—No 

_— will not compliment you. at the « ex- 


prot of your fex. 


"1 _ not oppreſs you * compli- 
ments of any kind ; but I thank. you for 
| the little narrative, and. am charmed. 
beyond expreſſion. by your "amiable 
frankneſs. 


As for your flower-piece, (what an 
_ intereſting, what an elegant thought !) 
remember that 1 beſpeak it. Lou ſhall 
not refuſe i it me; I will keep it for 
ever as a pledge of your grammes re- 
gard. 


Lam 
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I am going out ef town this very 
afternoon, to which I feel a ſecret 
reluctance that makes it more neceſ- 
9 


1 Il y a quelque fois dans le cours 
de la vie de ſi doux plaiſirs, & de fi 


tendres engagemens, que l'on nous 
defend quꝰ il eff naturel de deſirer du 


moins qu'ils fuſſent permis: de fi 
grands charmes ne peuvent etre ſur- 
paſlcz que par celui de ſayoir 7 renoncer 


Par ver tu.“ 


, m3 bee veuve, vous Etes 


1885 te k 


* 
92 
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To the ſame. 
SHALL not ſet out till to-morrow, 
and have two reaſons for writing to- 
you again, 


I recolle& ſome expreſſions in my 
letter this morning, that J fear will dif 
pleaſe you. I ſtumbled upon them. 
unawares, bat they expreſs too much, 
and almoſt imply the exiſtence of a 
tentiment, wholly vnbecoming my age,. 
and your character. We ſomehow con- 

tract and retain a habit of what is called: 
gallantry in ſpeech ; but ' tis ridiculous. 
— My good friend, I do not think you 

too amiable; I am abſolutely diſinte- 


_ reſted in your regard; nor can I be 
* or improperꝭ affected by the 
united 
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united force of ae merit, and 
kindneſs. | 


7. ny FEY not trouble yourſelf to 
anſwer this; I ſhall write again the 
moment I arrive. Only be ſo good to 
return the incliſed. It's the little pic- 
ture you gave me ſo long ago. I have 
had the drapery altered, and though 
preſume on your approbation, was wil- 
ling you ſhould ſee it before the artiſt 
is paid. Adieu. 


2 77 . 
1727 
4148 5 2 


To the ſame. 


AM arrived, and am tolerably well; 

but have very little elſe to fay to 
you. The eſſential in a letter of friend- 
ſhip may generally be comprized in 
very few words, I intend ſoon to give 
you a ſpecimen (not a pattern) of bre⸗ 
vity in writing, at n ah have not 


time. 


Ferner 7 
z *. 4 14 
* 384 


„ 


In our laſt converſation but one, you 
were obſerving, (and perhaps by way of 
reproach) that I never wrote to you liłe 
a writer: that if by great chance we 
entered upon a ſubject of importance, 
either moral or literary, I never treated 
it in a ſerious or argumentative manner. 
All this is very true; and yet I have 

: been 
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been far from thinking ny fair corre- 


eee 


— Not with F uch diſcourſe | 
Delight; ; or not capable her ear 
Of what was high; 3 


But I have ſeveral correſpondences of 


the head, and wanted one of the heart. 
I find ſo much pleaſure in this indolent 
| chit· chat, the ſpirit of which would 
wholly, evaporate in improvement, that 
TI,wiſh to confine it to the moſt familiar 
fu byects, or, more properly ſpeaking, 
pot to confine i it at all; for the leaſt 


degree of reſtraint would produce de- 


| lay,diſgult, diſcontinuance. Tou have 
more than once charged yourſelf with 
| imitating i my ſtyle; but, with ſubmiſ- 4 


ſion, it it is s juſt the en.) for [ often. 


” << + - 


cer. 


1 


yer. before A admire what 


may now be called our manner of writ- 


ing; becauſe it leaves the meaning too 


"EF TIT 


often wholly. dependent « on the genius 
or e of the reader. „ 


And now to convince yon of 105 
fire to oblige) you in 40. reſpects, I fi. 


cloſe a manuſeript for your more ſerious 
; peruſal, your opinion, your ſtrict and ; 


unſparing criticiſm. You wilF pleaſe to 
return it by the Diligence or Sung, 
With as many obſervations on i a Mall 
occur, and at the fame time, Pray fa- 
vour me with a a complete and ex cata- 
Ilogue of your l rar., This is æ mighty 


Whimſical requeſt; ; but I want much to 


know your OT authors Adieu. 
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| TAN W W f to. you 1 
| is laſt fayour, and return the ma- 
nuſcript with my obſervations and the 
requeſted catalogue, all which have 
| 

| 


taken ſo much time, that I can only 
juſt tranſcribe a few haſty lines, written 
yeſterday, and entreat you to let them 
paſs without one ſingle word of cenſure 
or commendation. They are : beneath 
: criticiſm. 
; The poliſh'd labour of his heav'n-taught mind 
See the fam'd Atticus to Mira ſend, 


And bid her freely cenſure or commend. 
What his creative genius has defign'd ! ! 


| And 8 until d in ſcience mary writ, 
She all unequal to the taſk be found; | 
And tho' the work be with perfection crown'd 
By wiſdom, learning, elegance, and wit, 
| Yet 


Yet not in vain he makes the gen'rous loan, 
And not in vain the pleaſing taſk requires, 

Which gives her honour, leffens not his own, 
And her wrapt breaſt with gratitude inſpires :.. 

80 potent Phtebus bids the queen of night 


Shine in the borow d beams of his refleRted x light. 
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7 FELL, then, Iwill not praiſe your 

VV little ſonnet, though it is really 
deſerying ; but I may thank you for 
the obſervations, which are extremely 
ingenious and valuable. If the work 
ſhould | ever appear (but that is unlikely} 
you would fee how much I regard 
them. 


Ge But why ſhould you entreat me to 
let your verſes paſs without notice. In 
my opinion they are not below criticiſm, 
and Iam in a criticifing humour; yet 
tis the leſs neceſſary for me to indulge 
it with regard to this little piece, be- 
cauſe your own judgment in theſe mat- 
ters is exceedingly good, - and I durſt 
1 


ſay you. know che exact degree of i its 
merit. 


It is one thing to 2 PR )erfec- 


tion of an art, and mother to excel i in 15 


that art, but you might eaſily unite 
theſe attainments; and although I do 
not think poetry your forte, nor would 
adviſe you to employ much labour i in 
5 cultivating the laurels of Parnaſſus, yet 
now and than an occaſional eſſay will 
be an agreeable amuſement not only to 
yourſelf, but to as many as you ſhall 


think proper to oblige with a fight of 
your performances, 


Adieu. Simply adieu; for I know not 
what epithet to ſalute you with. I may 
ſay to you in the very words of Queen 
Elizabeth to the biſhop's wife, Mg. 
5 1 tre 
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10 will not call you, and Ma Dame 
TI muſt not call you.“ More's the pity! 
Adieu, Pray obſerve and admire this 
"quotation, for it i the beſt I ever r made 
in iy ie 55. if 
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r o 10 ſame. 


Avk you a mind to how a vey ri- 
diculous inſtance of the moſt kris 


. N 


"AR vanity ? 


I was ſo pleaſed with the ſudden re- 


collection, and the aptneſs of Queen Ei 


zabeth's ſaying, - that I ſent away my 
letter this morning without its princi- 
pal errand, which was to invite you to 
dine with us at * to-morrow ſe'nnight. 
Jam not yet certain whether I ſhall be 
at the Jubilee; but in either caſe ſhall 
keep the above appointment, as it will 
be convenient in returning, and agree- 
able if I do not go, to meet thoſe who 
have been there, and catch all their va- 
rious reports before they circulate far- 
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ther. Come therefore if you can; Mrs. 
will attend you; ſhe talks of a 
party; I know you will not have the 


| heart to refuſe ber; and ſilence. ſhall 


give conſent. But why filence Why 
becauſe I am compoling another letter, 


which you muſt anſwer before we meet; 


and which will require a good deal of 


time and attention. The ſubject is of 
ſome conſequence. I think to divide 


it into three ſevera] parts or ſections, 


and would have you do the ſame by 


your reply, in order to preſerve that 
Clearneſs or perſpicuity which ought to 
diſtinguiſh performances of this nature 
from eſſays of leſs importance. In a 
word, 1 im diſpoſed” to make à full 
EEE your Iterary abilities. G0 


then, ſtudy philoſophy, and prepare 
yourſelf to anſwer the challenge. 
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70 ner 


O will rejazce at finding your 
ſtray ſheep ſafely incloſed in the 
fold of this letter; nor. muſt you be 
angry with your friends. I told you 
very truly, that I had not ſeen it; and 
Mrs. ***, with equal veracity proteſted 
that ſhe had not got it; but we played 
the fable of the two thieves upon you; 
for ſhe put it (unknown to me) into my 
pocket, and did not well me e of it till 
ve were coming | AWAY. 


_ - 


1 cannot however perſuade myſelk to to 
ae ho dere onda have there. | 
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n (and thre one mn only) de- 
pending upon your honour for a ſecond 


I. 
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peruſal. It muſt be finiſhed, indeed it 
muſk, Mrs. ** declares that you were 


no longer about it than whilſt ſhe was 
dreſſing, Indeed my friend, you are 
. . . but I durſt not ſay what. 1 ues 
not ſay any "0 more. 


Good night. 1 * 4 they Limes «goo 
N | 


| Daughters of | Britanzia's iſle, = | 
Of ev'ry age and each degree, 
Leave your native plains a while, 


And haſte to Beten, 3 Jubilee. 


0 gather ev'ry beantoous flowr, 
And roſes fair with laurels twine, 
And rob each fragrant myrtle bow'r; 
To n r hallow'd ſhrine. 
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And let no gentle voice be mute 


| In the full horas öf his prkiſe, 
And let the ſweetly ſounding lute 0 
hoes ſoſt harmonious concert raiſe. 


BG SIR 2 7: 2g? 991 
But firſt, arrang'd 3 in decent throng, 
Repoſe on Ans verdant "ſide; 
(Howoſt to hear the poet's ſong 
„ eee oy rye * oy” 


14. 2 4 3 A* . ! 


Repoſe, and liſten to my . 
Trembling, Tieize the vocal ſhel, 
An@in 'p4wliar"firains'of praiſe * 


5 
Vor SBA pe r' merits aim to tell. 
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O maſter; of the female 8 gd nl 
To whom its ev'ry ſpring was known, 

What rapt'rous joy did'ſt thou impart: 
To thoſe who once poſſeſs'd thine own. 


How bleſt her lot, how envied now 
Who claſp'd in thee a darling heir, 
Or ſhar'd thy tender plighted vow, | / 
Or claim thy fond paternal care. 
ve e virgins, pluck the froſt ayes. 
Ye mothers,. * your alfa * — 
ve widows drop the n tear. 
dad ond 19k 
Now. Send thy eee volumes vida 
Ac a tue ach nol 
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No female guilt deforms the ſcene, 4 
No female plots of terror „ 


. 


Save where | he. ſhews the m murth'rous Queen 


A d with ambition 3 manly v vice. 
Mam O * 
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1 en while he acts "I hiforian' s part 
He fmooths unnat'ral Regan's brow,. 

And ſoftens Cleopatra's art, 
And faithleſs Creſſid's broken vow. 


4 


Behold the lovely train 275 pear. 
With i innocence, Minds charms; 3 

With virgin honour, Iſabel; 
The filial heart Cordelia warms, 


And Portia's praiſe let W:/dum tell. 


Bright ſhines the hymenzal flame 
When Imogen' s diſtreſs is paſt, 
And vindicated Hero 3 fame, 
And Helen's patience crown'd at laſt. 


- Thus diff'rent ſtates are mov'd by turns; 
Eben aged hearts for Cath'rine glow; - ; 
And when diſtracted Conſtance 1 mourns, 


6 0 0 - 


Maternal | boſom: throb with woe. 


- THE- CORRESPONDENTS. , 179 
But where, O Muſe, can ſtrains be found 


I' expreſs each virtue, charm, and grace 
With which benignant Shate/peare.crawn'd _ 


- The. female mind, the female face? 


Let me teſtrain my grateful tongue, 


And the exhauſtleſs ſubject quit; th 
Let Celia's truth remain unſung, _ 
And Roſalinda's fprighgly wit. 


More tragic ſcenes I now relate, | 
And tears of ſoft compaſſion. crave; 8 


O pity Deſdemona's fate;!; 4... 
O yo on poor Ophelia 8 grave! L 


And check not yet the RET? tear, 
Nor get the rifing grief reſtrain; 


_ Ofer hapleſs Juliet's early bier 


Still let it flow, nor flow in vain. 


3-116 A 


When virtuous ſorrow prompts the ſigh, 
And ſwells the gen'rous feeling heart, 
Bhe adds to ev'ry gliſt' ning eye 


A charm gr the reach of . 
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„ 
| I DID nor get home till very late laſt 
night, and was eee fatigued. 


Parties of pleaſure are in my opinion 
the moſt unpleaſant things in the 
world. Indeed, nothing can be agree- 
able to me that requires the leaſt ac- 
tivity, unleſs it be in ſome degree in- 
tereſting; and whenever [ am buſying 
myſelf to no purpofe, I think on the 
labour of the Danaides. 


The oftener I look on your flower 
piece the more I am charmed: with it. 
Mr.“ has pronounced it Beautiful; and 
yet (ſo capricious. is my. taſte) I have 
been. chuſing a place for it this morn- 

"> n_ 
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ing where ſcarcely any body will ſee it 
but myſelf. 


12 Have you ſeen your books? Do yau 
like them. 'They were to be ſent dur- 
ing your abſence. Now you know why 
4 Sequeſted a catalogue; that I might 
not order any you had. Your library 
was too ſmall; and if you ſcruple to 
accept this trivial addition, I ſhall 
ſeruple to call you my friend, or ſub- 
* e myſelf oO A 
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26 


A URmenace, my generous friend, 
haas its effect. I dare not ſcrupie 
to accept your preſent z but could 1 
have divined your reaſon for enquiring 
after my books, I ſhould certainly not 
have ſent the catalogue. As it is—if 
I muſt ſubmit—if you will not allow 
me to return a few of the moſt coſtly, 
particularly the Natural Hiſtory, I 
muſt endeavour to be eaſy as eaſy as 
a mind not ungenerous can be under 
an oppreſſive weight of obligation. 


I think, if I know my own heart, it 

is in theſe inſtances above «ffeRtation ; L 
nor is it deſtirute of ſenſibility... . 
I need not explain what you very well 
underſtand , . . May Freturn any of the 
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1 AM afraid, by the ſtyle of yours, 
that my laſt letter was /00 au⁰hborita- 


tur. k remember being in an ill liu- 
mour, but ſurely ĩt extended not to you, 


nor — ee ee * Menace. 


13 $0 4" 1 1 


FRO peel that you have le& 


affectation and more ſenſibility than 
Ralf your ſex; but have you not alio 


rather too muck punctilioꝰ . Return 
the books ! Return the Natural Hi. 
tory! Which, or alk others, I marked 
out for your particular amuſement, 9 
having heard you in a manner wiſh for 
it. You muſt 10 return. any of the 
books, nor muſt you. be unealy at ac- 
cepting them. You would not, if you. 
were Foroughly acquainted. with the 


diſpoſitian 


+ t-4% . Wann 
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diſpoſition of the giver : for I Funk if © 


(in your language) © I know my own 


heart,” it feels for you all the beſt parts 


of the ſentiments which form the diffe- 1 


rent characters of a father, à brother, 


a guardian, and a lover. Are not theſe 
affection without authority, eſteem 


without jealouſy, watchfulneſs with- 


out intereſt, and tenderneſs without 


deſire? e . I But perhaps you 


do not like theſe abſtrated: notions, 
nor will, upon ſuch terins, acknow- 
ledge yourſelf my daughter, ſiſter, 
ward, -or- miſtreſs. Continue 2 then, is 
and believe that Lſhallevey. * 
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3 T9 
Ixpixo myſelf in a ſcribbling mood, 
I am going to write without walt- 
ing to hear trom you, but ſhall not ſend 
away my letter till I have that pleaſure. 


I cannot juft now recollect who it was 
that one of his friends complimented by 


- . ſaying that © his entertainmeats pleaſed 


pot only at the time he gave them, but 
the day after,” 1 ſhould have liked 
vaſtly to have been a gueſt at ſome of 
theſe entertainments, for I am not for- 
tunate enough to find many that pleaſe 
at the time, much leſs in recollection. 
F am juſt returned from a viſit, and 
have left a circle of company, all po- 
lire and accompliſhed, all in Smirk's 

words, 


* rl 
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words, fling in figure, high in taſte, 
tout magnifique et galant. I have left 
this circle without pleaſure or improve- 
ment, and reckon the time loſt that I 
ſpent in it; yet was in good ſpirits alt 
the while, and as talkative as wy _ 


ſent, 


And now you will expect me to give 

a reaſon for my diſſatisfaction. Believe 
me, it is not, that I think myſelf wiſer 
or better than other people, nor am I 
juſt now unqualified for polite converſa- 
lion; my late attendance on Mrs. * 
having enabled me to give my required 
opinion on moſt of the faſhionable to- 


pics. 


But 1 mean to abe that however 


well ſuch kind of diſcourſe may beguile 
the 


2 e eee * A 
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the preſent moment (and it will not do 


that unenlivened by remark and re- 


partee) it leaves no agreeable traces be- 


hid. It reſembles © a ſwiftly paſſing 
cloud, on which ſame faint beams of 
light have imprinted their weak and 


tranſient colours ;” while the animated 


rations of real friendſhip remain 
faſtened 'on the mind, and as the wiſe 
Man ſaid of words that were fitlyſpoken, 

are like apples of gold in pictures of 


= der“ In 1 ty Fun m_ 


* 7 Wis s 


key wiz) to «value one tender well 
meant word, 4 above all that ever made 


me ne laugh in m my life.” N el 


1 piles Ch, -Yout letter. 
What fhall I fay to it On my benefi- 


cent friend, you may gueſs its effect on 
the 
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the temper I haye ſo artleſsly confeſſed. 
Yes, I will accept your preſent, I will 
efteem—1I will acknowledge. .. but 
whither does my ſenſibility tranſport 
me? Allow me to break off. 


Aſhamed of the inequalities in my 
own mind, I have often endeavoured 
to diſcover the ſame failing in others; 
and of all perſons upon earth,] am the 
moſt apt to compare myſelf with Rouſe 
ſeau. We certainly do reſemble each 
other. I was very deſirous of ſeeing 
him on that account, and regret that 
4 did not. I can allow for all the pe- 
culiarities that ſo ſtrongly | mark his 
character. Like him 1 cannot avoid 
being fretful, haughty, uneaſy, di- 
ſturbed even by the ſhadow « of an ob- 
eng TY Vet Place x the fame gircum- 


_ | | ſtance 
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ſtance in a different light, it ſoftens me 
into condeſcenſion, and overcomes me 
with joy. People of this very ſuſcept- 
ible caſt have a thouſand pleaſures and 
uneaſineſſes of which others have no 
idea; but the latter too generally pre- 
dominate, and verify theſe elegant and 
often- quoted lines: 
Nor peace nor eaſe the heart can know, 
Which like the needle true, 
Turns at the touch of joy or woe, | 

But turning, trembles too. 


But the principal inconveniences of 

ftrong ſenſibility are the abſurdities of 
conduct it gives riſe to, which though 
involuntary at the moment, are ſoon 
keenly felt, and ſeverely repented. You 
will eaſily imagine I ſpeak not of vices 
but follies; thoſe little ridiculous ſollies 
of fancy beyond the borders of cuſtom, 
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to which we are ſometimes impelled, 

though ſure of making a | diſgraceful 
retreat. 


I was thinking of Rouſſeau this 
1 morning as I rambled before breakfaſt 
through the neighbouring fields. Two 
or three little birds were hopping about 
in the path. At my approach they fled 
toa oreater diſtance—as I advanced 
they fled farther—as I drew ſtill nearer 
they took ſhelter in the hedge. I was 
concerned, —Why do ye fly me, gentle 
and apprehenſive creatures? I would 
not captivate or injure ye—l. would 
gladly contribute to your felicity. Ob- 
ſerve, theſe were only my thoughts, but 
mark the ſequel. © Rouſſeau,” ſaid I, 
« would perhaps have ſpoke to the 


birds.“ Madam cried my attendant. 
I ſmiled. 
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I ſmiled at my own folly, and made | 
ſome * anſwer. 


But I need not illuſtrate this weak- 
| neſs. 'Tis ſufficient to ſay, that I am 
very ſeldom ſatisfied with my ſelf, and 

ſhould I, at any future time, peruſe 
what I am now writing, it would moſt 
probably appear g ee and 


ridiculous. 


vine don't you think, (for I am un- 
willing to be quite ſingular) that my 
favourite Mr. Shenſtone poſſeſſed a 
good deal of this ſelf- created uneaſi- 
neſs? I don't recollect ever hearing you 
fay much about him or his writings. 
Was he not a good poet ? His benevo- 
lence was certainly admirable, and illu- 


minated all his works. I always peruſe 
| them 


11 L 5 | E X ; P „ — 5 _— 2 


chem with pleaſure; with ten times the 
pleaſure that more witty performances 
would give me. But this, I know, is 
becauſe. of my own deficiencies, net 
having a ſpark of wit, nor a grain of 
humour in my whole compoſition ;-nor 
indeed any qualification to entitle me 
(without great allowance of - courteſy) 

to the honour of being ſtyled n eor- 
reſpondent and friend, 
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1 A M going to write a long and par: 

ticular aniwer to every part of your 
letter, though at the ſame time I have 
buſineſs of much greater conſequence 
that ought to engage my attention. 
You are not, however, obliged to me 
for this civility. I have recourſe to it 


in X my own defence, againſt a ſet of 


melancholy ideas, which I hope to diſ- 
ſipate by thus converſing with you; 
and ſhall then be more fit for what I 
could not at preſent u undertake, 


But, O frail a inſufficient Shams 
wt thou who haſt recourſe to ſo many 
different expedients to ſupport thyſelf 


Ar | A $4 1 
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in tolerable ſerenity, why aſpireſt thou 
not more ardently after celgſtial expedi- 
ents? after the Hope that remains 
ſteady and immoveable, the tranquil- 
lity that gs not away ! 


I think myſelf obliged, in the firſt 
place, by your ſetting. down. to write, 
before my letter came to hand, becauſe. 
it ſhews that you thought of me with- 
out being reminded, 


"You have by this time collate 
&« 20h it was” that his friends compli- 
mented, &c. If I were not in a very 
grave humour, I could ſmile at that 
expreſſion, —We : are apt now to fancy, 
that ſuch a man muſt 'be happy. Ele- 
gance united with philoſo phy conveys 

x * * Rin 
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this dien through them medium of time E. 


TIT 


becauſe we | the not che elouds of per- 
plexity, error, doubt, fear, and forrow 


20 118 "> 


that. might ſecretly oyer· hadow his 


Nas 
happineſs. 5 
ON WG NOR 
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« The Cup of Felicity pure and 1 un- 


mined, is 18 by. 199 means a draught for 
mortal man; nor 0 can the utmoſt per- 
fection of mortality 4 Nerve it. Suffi- | 

cient for us, if, with patience and re- 
Hgnation,; we imbibe. the intermingled 
Tweets and, bitters of our allotted | potion, 


d 


125 find dhe remain at the bottom 'F 


| Mes are 325 accuſtomed 10 1 _- 
Wang names, that 1 am not ſur- 
priſed at your finding Guineſs i in a bril- 
laut aſſemblee, and good company the 


"worſt company of all; but you ſhould 
conſider 
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conſider by whom and for what 5 
theſe circles are formed. It is very 
natural for people who. are incapable 
of amuſing themſelves to aſſociate with 
each other. They ſeek. not bappineſ 
but amuſement, and expeZ no other 
| ſatisfaction than barely employing the 
time which hangs heavy on their hands. 
But no more on this ſubject— tis the 
beaten track of the moraliſt, and is 
worn to the very _ 1 

5 I come now to your nen 
ment of my letter, —Ir flatters me La 
gleam of ſatis faction enlightens but 
Why Why did you break off ſo abs 
ruptly ?—Why could: you not for once 
intruſt a ſincere friend with the genuine 
ru. In e N heart. 


= 5 - , 
- . | 
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How ſeldom do we diſcover to one 


another our real ſelves! Cuſtom and 
education enwrap us in a thouſand diſ- 
guiſes, all more painful to an ingenuous 


mind than the European habit to a ſa- 


vage, or fetters to a ſlave. Nature 
and Sentiment revolt from this tyranny 


D occaſionally they each endeavour to 
get free their efforts are vigorous and 


ſudden, agreeing with the impulſe of 
the paſſions. But Reſerve, who ſtands 
centinel, gives quick alarm, and we 


continue the ſlaves of Cuſtom. 


R 1 4 
244 


T believe J am writing nonſenſe my 


2U thoughts wander far from the ſubject 
but 'tis no matter—T ſhall write on. 


c N ; * J L 
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Benſibility, or the characteriſtic of a 
- ſenſible mind, is a faſhionable and 
almoſt 
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almoſt threadbare topic. Much has 
been written, much is every day ſaid 
about it, and numbers affect to poſſeſs 
it, who have no other claim than think- 
ing it ae e Him 
This obſeryatins Ho not excend- 49 3 
you my ſenſible friend, ho do, in re- 
ality poſſes more than a neceſſary _ 
I only mention it becauſe you are un- 
willing to be quite ſingular.“ There 
are people enough to keep you in coun- 
tenance, by running into greater abſur- 
dities merely through affectation. 
As for Rouſſeau, you injure yourſelf 
in a compariſon with him. Not that I 
accuſe him of much affectation, for his 
feelings are 9 — ſtrong; but he 
Md: K 4 .* has 
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hat ſuffered whao Was onte but a . 
2 fixed habit of diſcontent? which is 
now-the ſaurce-of perpetual: unhappi- 
neſs to himſelf and others. Your feel: 
| ings are as delicate, but leſs irritable 
than his. Rouſſeau's peculiarity of 
temper unfits him for ſociety, and com 
ſcious of chis, he endeavours to looſen 
the bands which hold it together. But 
his / doctrines make few converts; We 
diſcaver inſtantly the ſpring from whieh 
theycariſe; and are content te let bin:, 
remain ſolitaire . It is fit it ſhould* = 
be ſo. I cannot help eſteeming Rouf- 
ſeau in ſpite of all his vagaries, and 
perhaps fr ſome of them; but LN] ud 
no more chuſe him for an aſſdeiate, than 


I would — a fine porcelain 
* 1 veſſel, 
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veſſel; if its owner ſtood — 
bo! parte not to break it. 
zei 10 11d gd D 

better ſpirics, Jun muſt © continue the 
medicine reep 0. 
62 Y; 0H 2 1 

i why cid: you not FRY your 
deſire of ſeeing. Rouſſeau before he lefe 
us 2 It might very eaſily have been 
gratified.. I ſhould: have been happx 
to have brought you together, and am 
juſt now diverted by the thoughts o 
your interview, of which you maꝝ take 
the following for a deſcription. Grave- 
ly preſenting you to the 3 850 


bebelk in nd 3 at ef eigen 0. 


5 
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Caught bs theſe W he repeats 0 
Jacred virtue]! and glances a look to- 
wards you. Your countenance ſtrength- 
ens his ideas the ſingularity of his 
character overſpreads it with an atten- 
tion equally intereſting and flattering — 
your eyes, enlivened by curioſity and 
foftened by complacency, mult penetrate 
the ſuſceptible ſoul of John James. 
He cries out! he embraces you with 
tears of joy | You become his diſciple, 
and I, 5 loſe my —— 


wg . by this fas hs I allow 
ſomething of a ſympathy in your taſte, 
though not enough to juſtify a compa- 
riſon.— What I have now been writing 
| was 
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was to amuſe myſelf ; but I will tell 
you more ſeriouſly that 1 knew a Cha» 
rafter to which yours bears a much 
greater reſemblance; it is that of the 
pious and ingenious Mrs. Raue; nor 
will you think it bad counſel, if I ad- 


viſe you to improve the reſemblance ta | 


perfection. May your life be as ami- 
able, and your death as happy! 


I have nothing N ſay chende 
your /ſelf-depreciation, being unwilling 
to charge you with the foible of begging 
applauſe; not that wit and humour are 
ſuch very eſtimable qualities but l 
will acquit you—and will believe you 
are not ſenſible of poſſeſſing either. 


You inquire my opinion of SHenſtane 
and his Writings. —Good—very good 
K 6 = 


Dx Tavern: 
—you yourſelf have given them a juſf. 
character. I eſteemed—T regretted—- 
I. fill regret him—and that for more- 
reaſons than you can poſſibly imagine. 
Alas! how many worthy people have 
I outlived ! I pray God that yon may 


pover k be addect to their amber ! 25 


Aden 


_ ever-hcnoured, my revered corre- 
Pondent, ſhall paſs without notice. 'L 
can Hympatbixe, though I do not inguire: 
and whatever were the ideas that di- 
ſturbed you, I wiſh not to recall them. 
Haſtening, therefore, to the paragraph 
where you beſtow ſuch an unmerited 
compliment, I acknowledge it moſt 

gratefully, and-am fired with emulation 


to copy the illuſtrious pattern. How 
generous, how worthy of yourſelf are 
thoſe wiſhes in my favous! O may they: 
, COON * 


I bd know bon to interpret vflat 
you ſay about begging applauſe. 1 


hope you do acquit me; for indeed F 
wa can 
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can acquit myſelf; though I readily ac- 
knowledge a pleaſure and pride 1 in your 


approbatios. 
| Letws fum laudari d ate laudato viro, * 


Searching for amuſement, this morn- 

ing, among the treaſures of your bene- 
ficence, I found ſome verſes in a poem 
of Mr. Whitehead's ſo extremely appli- 
cable to my thoughts, that I could not 
forbear tranſcribing them, and ſubjoin- 
ing another ſtanza, borrowed from two 
different authors, to give it the air of a 
ſonnet. 


—— — — 1 


Yes, F-remember, and with pride repeat 
The rapid progreſs which our friendſhip knew! 
Even at the firſt with willing minds we met, 
e And ere the root was fixt the branches grew. 
In vain had Fortune placed her weak barrier, 
Clear was thy breaſt from pride, and mine from | 


ſervile fear. 


| 0 | 


THE:CORRBSPONDENTS. 207 


I faw thee generous, and with joy can Gn | 
My education roſe above my birth; 
Thanks to thoſe parent ſhades, on whoſe cold clay 


Fall faſt my tears, and lightly lie the earth !. 
To them I owe whate'er I dare pretend, ? $461 
Thou ſaw'ſ with partial eyes, and bade me cal 

_ thee friend. | 


And now, while cheard by 45 PEE praiſe, 

I bleſs the filent path the fates decree, 
And from the liſt of my inglorious days 

|  Gladly eraſe the moments erown'd by thee— 
O let this boaſt to future times deſcend, 


Thou wert indeed my guide, my councellor, my 
friend! 


The tranſcription of theſe verſes 
brought on a poetical appetite, which 
1 gratified immediately by peruſing : 
| ſome certain pieces that I hardly durſt 
venture to ſpeak of, leſt I ſhould incur 
an imputation that my ſoul diſdains. 
1 ws = 


— ö — — — © — 


268. 


bears Apollo's lyre, ſtrung by the hands 


You never {hall accuſe me. july of flat 


tery; yet I my ſay, in the language 
of Plato to F 'enelon, © When one reads 


your compoſitions, one thinks that one: 


of r Graces, and tuned bythe Muſes,” 
ar rather ths Aol .. | 


4 


_—_—_; 
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To * . 
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291. 


II. praiſe i is 9 but of t true deſert, | 

Playsround the head, but reaches not che heart. 
Ah [ why recall the toys of thoughtleſs youth ? 
When flowery fiction held the place of truth; 


When fancy ruPd; when trill'd each trivial ſtrain, | 


But idly ſweet, and elegantly vain. 


0 in that 1 if all of wit had flow'd, 
All muſic warbled, and all beauty glow'd ; 

Had livelieſt nature, happieſt art combin'd, 

That lent each grace, and this each grace refin'd ;. 
Alas! how little were my proudeſt boaſt ! 
The ſweeteſt trifler of * tribe at moſt. 


Jo f way the judgment while he charms the ears: 
To curb mad paſſion in its wild career; 

To blend with Kill, as loftieſt themes require, 

All reaſon's rigour and alt fancy's fire; 

Be this the poet's praiſe. With this uncrown'd, 
Wit dies a jeſt, and poetry a ſound. 
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In Maſon's Monody en the death of 
Pope you may read this poetical anſwer 
to your poctical epiſtle. Adieu. 


1 
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your pos reproof, for I can 
hardly call it a letter, has rather 
diſconcerted me, and made me doubt 
whether I may purſue my intention, 
which was to tranſcribe any little occa- 
ſional piece of poetry that ſhould ſeem 
applicable to my purpoſed ſubject. I 
ever loved to clothe my own thoughts 
in other people's language; but this is 
an unneceſſary remark; for I am ſure 


you muſt often ſmile at my frequent 


- Quotations, and compare them to San- 
cho's proverbs. They are at leaſt as 
_ ready, and perhaps equally well choſen. 


The intended ſubject of to-day was 
a wy of verſes addreſſed to my Lord 
Cheſterfield, 


Cheſterfield, which J found in the FRO 
gazine, and ſuppoſe to be lately written. 
There is a vein of delicacy runs through 
it that ſoftens the hyperbole—in ſhort, 
I muſt tranſcribe it, and pray do not 
throw it into the fire without reading, 
but rather (leaving out the alluſion to 
| LordC.'s misfortune) conſider i it as ad- 


dreſſed to yourſelf by 
Tour moſt obliged and obedient, 


'o ce Earl of CuzsTERFIELD. | 
Reclin'd beneath thy ſhade, Bk! beatht 1 : 
From politics and ſtrife apart, 
His temples crown'd with laurel wreath, 
And virtue ſmiling at his heart ; 5 
Will Cheſterfield the muſe allow 
To break upon his ſtill retreat! 
To view, if health ſtill ſmootlis his brow, _ £ 
And you his, Fove v. with willing feet? ? 
Though 


* © 
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Though gratitude be-rarcly-found RY 
In courts or ſpacious dene 5 11 
Still ſhall ſhe tread: poetic ground, 8 a | 
And favours paſt mall neter intomb. 
*T'was this awoke the preſent theme; ' . 
(And bade It reach thy diſtant ear) iir 
Where if no ray of genius bemſnmm 
Sincerity at leaſt is there, |, 5 

May pale diſeaſe fly far aloof .* „ 


O'er vernal domes its flag dif) play, 
And health, beneath thy peaceful roof, 

Add luſtre to thine evening ray! 10 * 
If this my fervent wiſh be crown 'd, 

I'II deck with flow'rs the Sod- head's ſari 
Nor thou, with Wiſdom's chaplet bound, 
At any abſent gift Ns + og TUE. 
What tho? thou doſt 1 not grace a due "AJ 
Where ſubjects bend the ſupple knee, 
No other king the muſes own, „ | ; : 

And ſcience lifts her eye to thee. | | 7 i 
Tho? deafneſs, by a doom ſevere, | 
Steals from thy ear the murm ring nl, 
Or Philomel's delightful air, 
Yet deem not 75% a partial ill. 
480 (Es + Ah ' 


beg 1 


"So By 
+ 7 
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Ah! if anew thine ear was ſtrung, 
Awake to every voice around, 

Thy praiſes by the many ſung 
Would tun thee with the choral ſound — 


% 
ove 
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I AM not very well this morning. I 
was taken with a ſhivering yeſterday, 
and had a feveriſh, bad night, but am 
in hopes it will wear off again. Doctor 
® at leaſt bids me hope fo, and tells me 
there is no doubt of it. 


I thank you for your verſes; for tho? 
] had ſeen them long ago, I was pleaſed 
with the re-peruſal. I was pleaſed too 
with the fairneſs and elegance of the 
tranſcript. I admire your Italiano. 


—Tis a fair hand: 
And whiter than the paper it wrote on 
Is the fair hand that writ, - 


Theſe verſes reminded me of your 
extempore, It is really very unkind to 
deny 
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deny me ſo often another fight of it. 
You dont know how ſoothing theſe 
things are at a certain time of life; 
neither is there any fear that poetry, if 
tolerable, v will ever meet an unwelcome 
reception. The humours of mankind 
are ſo different at different times, that 
one muſt not j udge them by a ſingle 
event: beſides, the poeticab reproof, as das 
you call it, was only ſent as a quotation 
that -appoſitely anſwered your quota- 
tion; nor does it intimate the Prohibi- 
tion of rhyme; it only reſtrains the praiſe. 
of it. 2Þ-would have all praiſe confined 
to meritoticus actions. Virine wouſd 
tire before ſhe got to her Journey's end 
if Vanity did not give her a lift now and 
chen; but the more trivial accompliſn- 
ments ul 50 bf ſparingly — | 


to ; * *. 4 . 
mw 4 ; 
+ on 
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F or this reaſon, and becauſe 1 hate 
to ſay the ſame things inceſſantly, 1 


often forbear paying the due tribute of 
civility to my fair correſpondent. My ; 
letters would be a mere ſtring of pane- 


gyric were I to expreſs the juſtice my 
heart does to your good qualities, or 


even to the common productions. of | 


your 1 ingenious pen. 


And really 2 guilty of ingratitudt- 
as well as neglect when I forbore ac- 
knowledging your very polite applica-- 


tion of M r. Whitehead's verſes, in the 
management of which, and tlie con- 


nexion of the other lines, there is more 


ingenuity and merit than in many ori- 
ginal poems. I ſhould be aſhamed to 
rel you how much I was: pleaſed with⸗ 
that generous compliment. Abuadance- 


— 


1 _ 
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of the fine things which, poor mortals 
beſtom upon ope another by way of 
praiſe, are received with coldneſs and in- 
attention; hut What boſom is proof | 
againſt the deli icate inf inuagions, of kind- 
neſs and gem? In wort, no compli- 
ment can; bg acceptable to a perſon of 
merit, though it ſhould raiſe a bluſh on 
the cheek, unleſs i prod uce at che Tame: 
time 4 glow in tha heart... pile png 


So oh -e 1 Hf 
will tranſcribe, a few lines, very much; 
in the ſtyle of theſe. to Lord, Cheſter- 
feld: they were written, before you, 
were born, and appeared firſt in the: 

Magazines « of. thoſe days, As you did 
| not know. the author, 8 may ſay the: | 
thought is. not deen turned. 
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Written on the Banks of a River near 
her F ather $ Villa. 1 . 5 4 


While theſe * walls how Sewer hides | 
For whoſe dear ſake forlorn I rove; 7 8 
On the clear ſtream's oppoſing fide 
The Muſe ſhall wail my hapleſs love. '' 
My love !—which nothing can outvie,.. ;. 4: 
Which never ſhall a period knows. 15110 od 
Ye breezes tell her as ye fly. . 
Ve waters bear it as ye flow.— | 
And tho? (by adverſe friends confin* Wy 
My yielding fair I vainly crave; 
0 bring her murmurs, gentle wind, n 
Fer image, ev' ry paſling wave! 
Ah no] Ve winds her ſighs co ,, - {| 
Nor you, ye waves, reflect her face, 
Leſt ZEolus my paſfion feel, — 
And Neptune ſue for her embrace.” n 
| Small need ye ſhould her accents bear, 
Or to my view her form im part. 
Whoſe voice dwells ever on my ear, 3 
r image ever in my heart. 2 
5 L 2 Adieu. 
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7 Adieu for the preſent; 1 am obliged | 
to break off, but will add a few lines 
ee nen e Toy 


£2 wt 9 7 | WAS, 
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Tou will his beer to hear that I left 
off through indiſpoſition.. My diſorder 
is ; increaſed. It is with difficulty that 
1 write — but this will be i in time three 


bours hence; 01e can fend) you 2 a later, 
OY Tg V2 BEN 2 2 318 193 ö F | 
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1 as not abde to me! in time for 
* We Ditig ice; fo Diſpatch ſhall carty 
"you this, and Any. all ens Ty ary: ſes, 


10. i; 


{I W 4 Gebel ill; and a7 


= 15 worſe for not having. . . yet 
why _ - « « . Many there are with 
equal 


a — ; w—_ 
RK CORDNOP ON PENIS Ok 


ä Aual propenſitiesto « domeſtic tenderneſs 
Who are denied the ſweets of it. Per- 
haps the exalted ſhare 1 once partook 
. away wich theſe uſeleſs coni- 
plainings .. .. yet tis natural at the 
inſtant of ſuffering to wiſn relief. 


| My preſent with 3 is ; for the ſociety of 
a kindred mind. Why ſhould I not 


Tay for your ſociety, my amiable friend ? 


for your ſoothing converſation. L ou are 


* SF IG 


<apable of generous ſympathy .. 25 Lou 
would ſuffer my drooping head t to re- 


poſe on your gentle boſom . . . . Lou 
would ſhed the tear of compaſſion on 
my pale cheek . . . and above all, you 
would deſire, in the words of your ad- 
mirable motto, which I have been con- 


+ templating; this. half hour, 5 0 you 
2 * ONAYL * Tl * 3 40s i e 


822: THS: CORRBSPONDENTS,” 
would deſire with Ancerity that I ſhould 
Live a little longer.” f 


Adieu. Pardon this weakneſs SY 3 
will conquer it.... Adieu. 
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HAT can I ſay to your letter ? 
—O my friend! And are you 
really ſo much indiſpoſed !—I am di- 


ſtracted with grief and apprehenſion 
perhaps you are worſe by this time 
yet God forbid! Write inſtantly, I con- 
Jure you—on my knees I conjure you 


to write inſtantly : and if you with for 


my company—but alas! what ſervice 
can] render? yet ſay the word—ſhall 
I come Af you defire it I will come 
— regardleſs of fame, regardleſs of cen- 
ſure—happy, too happy, if my care, 
my aſſiduity, my unwearied and affec- 
tionate attention, can procure you one 
momen cs ſatisfaction.— What can l ſay? 
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Li ſhall determine for me.— I can- 
not write. God Almighty reſtore you 
to health; or I know not what will be- 
come of your Friend. "1 
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1 . yo ars more * th 
hours ago, and have waited till now 
for an interval of eaſe to anſwer it, be- 
ing deſirous of expreſſing muy as 

fully as 6 HT | 


Do not be ſurpriſed... : . or ſhocked 
++ . If I tell you. .. that the doctors 


have juſt left me... with compliments | 


on what they were pleaſed to call the 
magnanimity of their patient, 


And does it then require greatneſs of 


mind to hear with tranquillity a ſentence 
that one ought hourly to expect or 


rather their prognoſtic of that ſentence? 
fe LS perhaps 


Perhaps fr 45445 may be that my 
compoſure ariſes from a doubt of their 
preſaging ſkill: J feel at leaſt a firm- 
neſs of: hope. that ſeems to contradict 
heir opinion. . . . Tes . I will tell 


you, (though tis too ſtriking a proof 


of human frailty) that I ſtill hope- to 


re cover. . 
VI 4 


Be that as it may, I was determined 
to ſeize the opportunity of writing, 

and reſtoring your letters. I incloſe | 
even the laſt, for the contents are en- 
gr ayen on my heart. Nor let this pre- 
caution alarm you—it is no argument 
of danger—1 may recover —1 may 
write again — again J may thank you 
for the pleaſures your friendſhip has 
afforded.— But if not - ho ſhall diſ- 


pute the decrees of Providence! . 
& 4 |= 


3 : . 
v A406 
12 + T7 
+ $4 [I'S 4 
* 


4 ti this: cult. ren PN ONT hit A bas f the 5 
| Blkop'of Excon's' words to Miadene 


de Rouvrale) « I make 10 my lalt be. F 


-_ 2. 


queſt, that you Will not grieve . : 
much for the 1515 of the ſincer elt friend 


o Safin N : 


thatever had" being; and yet not Wor- 
thy of a friend” like you. al Preſerve for | 


2705 


my memory al an affectionate, a friendly 
regard; but if ever you cheriſhed in A 
favour the very. get Aegree of a more 
tender ſentiment, transfer it with [5 0 | 
tion to ſome deſerving perſon, and con- 
firm your gift at the altar. It is my 
ſerious and deliberate: advice that vou 
will not pats the prime'of 3 your life 1050 
an unconnefed Mate. Lou at are formed 
ro ſhine in the domeſtic: circle; to te- 
ceive and impart the very eſſence of! 
conjugal happineſs: Commit to ſome 
4* L 6 worthy 


| ne man a fs your ads . | 
May. he endeayour. as. ſincerely to pro- 
mote it as 1 myſelf would have done 
had the envied and too ardently withed- 


| for office been arcainable. H owever ill⸗ 
1 


vol this declaration may. Un thought, 

it ĩs no more than what every. * 1 
cannot proceed 2 am extremely i 
. Adieu. | 


vs 4 Mert te vil 5 Horded 4.0 7 
I embrace it to kiniſh this letter and 
remove your . friendly anxiety—or at 
* leaſt that uneaſy Suſpenſe with which 1 
am vain enough to think your mind is 
1 "agitated —At ſuch a ſeaſon as this; can 
7 add ſelfiſhneſs to vanity ?—canT tell 
1 you that I derive comfort from your 
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benevolent ſorrow 2 Les 1 mig tell you 


that che idea (ſuggeſted: by your laſt). 
of your unfeigned regard, is a a cordial 
© my, "or my 122 * 7 an He 
| N > 101 
Ae en * ne inability 
4 me 9 cor from my? hand. 
- +, 2992014 ene, 


1 would by ne no means have you think 
of coming hither—nor did lexpe& you. 
to make the generous offer, Leom- 
plained of being, debarred your com- 
panp, but did not folicit) you to grant it. 
Tour fame i is, and was ever, as dear to 
me as your friendſhip; and when Icon- 
ſider the true nature and extreme de- 
. licate texture of female honot I b re- 
get not the facrifices I have made to 


at, 
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it, nor even that J let your opinion 
prevail againſt the , 


CIS 


Adieu. I cannot ; perſuade myſaf : 
that this i is the laſt time of addreſſing : 


you; but leſt it ſhould «I ſend you. 


my beſt wiſhes. .... . God Almighty 
protect, ſuſtain, preſerve, and bleſs you 


2+» here and for ever! 


Adieu, my tender, my ſincere friend, i | 
—Deareſt and moſt amiable of women 


Adieu. 
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To the ſame. 


1 LIVE. 1 am recovering—and, 

the ſecond effort of my pen is to 26 
quaint you with it. The firſt was de. 
dicated to that pow]ER which beſtowed 


the ability; and the encloſed contains 


my ſentiments on the occaſion, You 


muſt however return it rey No 
eye but yours and the ALL-SEEING ſhall 


ever behold it. Be pleaſed alſo to uſe 


n 


caution in giving your opinion of this 


3 


haſty production. Faults it doubtleſs 


may have; but not ſuch as will warrant 


criticiſm, You now perhaps think I 


reſemble the archbiſhop in Gil Blas; and 


that my indiſpoſition having weakened 
the mental powers, I am no more ca- 


pable 
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pable of judging than of writing hut 
Lonly intended to obſerve chat an effu- 
ſion of gratitude or tranſport ſhould not 
be tried by the rules of colder compo- 
tions. On the other, hand, you muſt 
by no means commend i it; for whatever 
degree of merit it poſſeſſes, i is in reality | 
detracted fi from my. character. Every 
ardent expreſſion conveys a ſecret re- 
proof; il the general tenor of i it is 2 
reproach to a man WhO has at times 
affected to be weary of the gift which it 
celebrates, and ought rather to have 
been. d to uten it with 5998) 
cheerfulneſs. . 
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Yet who, to dumb forgetfulneſs a prey, 
This pleaſing anxious being e'er reſign'd, | 
Leſt the warm precincts of the cheerful clay, 


nano one longing ling ring look behind. 


un. . 1 am 
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friendly heart will diftate upon this oc. 

caſion. Diſpatch, who travels all night; 
will call again for your anſwer. F rom , 
him too you may learn more particu- 
larly the circumſtances of my amend- 
ment. I am till very faint and lan- 
guid, but while returning health ſmiles 
within my view, I can eaſily * o 
trivial an inconvenience. 

„Alken I ale a ſubſcribe myſelf 
yet once again your friend your ſin⸗ 
cere and my affectionate friend. 3 


= not "his: a very ke e 
to ſolicit a copy of the extempors | 
verſes that I haye fo often requeſted A 
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will not know 


Surel 
to. refuſe me 


. „* ? 
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in vam 


how 
Expect to fee them 


y you 


I ſhall 


now. 
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you are impatient to receive e : 

congratulations that my heart will 
dictate on this occaſion, and moſt pro- 
bably expect more from me than you 
will receive, for the language of my heart 
is not expreſſible, nor could any degree 
of eloquence convey an idea of its joy. 
I bleſs and adore the goodneſs of that 
Being wheſe favour has reſtored you to 
health; and beſeech him to keep you 
for ever in his holy protection but why 
ſhould I attempt to tell you how ſin- 
cerely I rejoice ;—how fervently I wiſh 
you long life and happineſs? The warm- 
eſt profeſſions are no more than empty 
ſounds, and might be uſed by the moſt 


indifferent perſon, 
if 
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If wimming well had but a body in it 2 
That might be felt, then, we the poorer born, 
Whoſe baſer ſtars do ſhut us up in wiſhes, 3 
| Might » with _ of them regs our friends. | 


But as it is, I will 5 5 deſire you to 
delineate it in your fancy theſincereſt and 
moſt ardent efffivon of tenderneſs and 


friendſhip, and believe that it ſprings 
: a my heart, i 


11 return you the Ode with a thouſand. 
| acknowledgements,and uncopied too, but 
in © the volume of my brain.“ I dare 
not give my opinion —you would accuſe 
me of flattery—neither could any pa- 
negyrie—but [ will not 8 a | word 
about i it. . 
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Encloſed eg this . as. 
O Heavens, what an unworchy com- 
Paanion 
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nion !---You will find the 'rxtompore,. 
which as length (though e "= 


fubmit to your peruſal, becauſe * 
knew not. haw to refuſe. 3 


. 


V pon ſecond thoughts, I will not 2 
doſe, but tranſcribe i it, in this place, for 
I proteſted (if you remember); that it : 
never ſhould go out of my / hand-<but. 


I will copy. it verbatim et literatim... 
e ee rg Sher? eee 
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When pleaſure thrills through ev' ry vein. 
And 4 trembſing nerves confeſs its n 5 


"ies you hn ds” — I 4 5 
And *** ſhould be my theme 
But he, alas, is now too _ 


. * Y x 
. 14 * 3 - 
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Nor in his preſence can I frame aal 
(7 Arſe tops his len 140 


noinsg 


1 


My heart with gratitude oppreſt, _ 
Would fain its honeſt tribute pay, 
But whilft I fee my honour'd gueſt, 
The! pow'rs of language ſhrink away. ol 
When Phœbus darts his noontide beam, 
Wene'er to ſing his praiſe aſpire, 
O 'erpower'd by glory's fervid ſtream, 
We pant; and drop the filent lyre. 
But when he finks behind the hill, 
And pain ts with radiance 4; Haan ies, 


; Our freſhen'd ſouls. exert their Kill. 


And ſhymns in cheerful chorus. vids: a 
O pardon then my languid muſe, 

As theſe unpoliſh'd lines you view, 
And own they merit ſome excuſe 

For being wrote to pleaſure you. 


2 * DIR 


1 ſhould tell you, my noble friend, 
that I have been much indiſpoſed my- 
ſelf within this week: paſt---a kind of 

feveriſh complaint---with' loſs of reſt 
be” and 
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and appetite but am now greatly , 


amended, and going for the firſt time 


to take an airing. The chaiſe is at the 
door. Perhaps I may fetch Mr. * to 
dine with me---but I need not pelo 
gize, for my letter is ſufficiently long 
when the ſubſcription is added— which, | 
if I knew how to compoſe i it, ſhould be 
as reſpectful gas affetionate---as joyful - . 
---but ah I- W 


Adieu. 4 : 


* 7 — 
bs 
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20 OE 


v O UR gratulation, my am able: 
friend, fell not ſhort of the de- 
mand my fancy had made on it it ex- 


ceeded that demand, and has laid me. 


under freſh Abhgations. 


I admire your difcloining the e kts: a 
of eloquence at the inſtant that you. 


practice the moſt refined ſpecies of it. 


What think you of the break in your 


"a repetition of. the 0 adieu ? *Tis- 
theſe kind of ſtrokes that, through an: 
underſtanding ear,. produce the moſt. 


powerful effects. Let me tell you, in 
the language of Shakeſpeare, © You do 


ſpeak. 
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ſpeak maſterly.”* Yourexpreflions are 
ſo rouching—fo tender— | 
| They give a very cho to the ſeat 
Where love is thron'd, —— | 
I peruſe them every hour in the day, 
and always with increaſing pleaſure. 


0 you that have a heart of ſuch fine früme 
To pay this debt of love but to a friend, 

How would you love if Capid's potent ſhaft 
Would to Heaven che trial could be 
made! : 


5 © clock. 
I left off abruptly this morning, and 
ought to apologize for the levity of my 


concluding line; but you will excuſe 
it—you cannot be diſpleaſed with a 
cheerfulneſs that ſprings from the re- 
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Xx 


turn of health, and which, I hope, you 


will ſoon increaſe by an account of your 


own perfect recovery. Shall I add 
No, I will not——1 will for ever ba- 
niſh from my heart the ſuggeſtions of 


a a vanity ſo intolerable—and I beg you 


never to deſire an explanation of this 
ſentence. 


Loet me inform you, my good friend, 
(for you are poſſibly ignorant) what is 


the chief merit of my letters. Tis 


their incoherency. A ſtrange recom- 


8 mendation, but one that proclaims 


them the effuſion of the moment, which 


. ought to be the characteriſtic of all fa- 


. miliar writing. 


4 


1 
z ITY 
14 


: And pray now, let me inquire e (for 
7 have often intended it) what becomes 
or 


* 4 
i , 
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| of my letters... Do you preſerve or 
deſtroy them? Methinks 1 have a cu- 
rioſity to know what J have l 


et ſaying 
to you this year and half, but 1 more 
F ene! within thele f fix months; 
pairs of cog what I write to you, 
leſt any ſtriking tautology ſhould' in- 
duce me to correct Or tranſcribe.— 
Apropos to tranſcription—letme thank 
you a thouſand times for the extempore. 
The moment I caſt my eyes om it, I 
ſmiled at diſcovering in two particular 
lines (which had eſcaped my memory) 

the aholute reaſon of your unwillingneſs 


do part with it. Come now at 


wager ? but this is not generous 
pardon me—1 accept it very n 


"IN you Own n * wil 11 copy. it 


M 2 8 I haye 
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I have no thoughts of coming to : 
town at preſent. My movements, in 
general, are very uncertain. It will, 
perhaps, be a long time ere we meet, 
but when we do, I ſhall moſt probably 


ſay with Tachimo, I d make a journey 
twice as far, &c.— Adieu. I know 


not how to cone en write 
fron, I beſeech War, 
1 17 j g 

- 79-4 


THE CORRESPONDENTS# 248 


a ©. 


5 


Xezyro two or three on parti- 

cular ſubjects, as the counſel's in- 
firu&ion; &c. I have no letters of 
yours, my Lord, but what are of this 
year's date, I deſtroyed the reſt, but 
have preſerved all theſe in a ſeries, be- 
ginning with one that.I wrote on New. 
Year's-Day. I have nvmbered them 
according to the dates, and having 
eraſed every ſyllable that could gratify 
impertinent curioſity, I keep them very 
ſecurely in my cabinet, and intended? 
not to review them till after Chriſtmas; 
— however they ſhall at _ time ven 
your ſummons, h 


But: 
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But there are certain reflections ſug- 
geſted by the contents of your laſt fa- 
vour, that almoſt induce me to wiſh 
I had never engaged ſo heartily in this 
correfpondence, Freedom, unreſerve, 
were the propoſed conditions —and I. 
bave yrote freely —ſo freely—that—_ 
in ſhort I don't much like to recollect 
bocefreely.· Not that Irepent of having 
expreſſed any thing that is expreſſed. 
— The refinzment of delicacy, I know. 
IS incompatible with familiar writin — 
Indeed our ſex has very little buſineſs 
with familiar writing. It generally cre- 


ates embarraſſments of one kind or 
ſituation and. 


circumſtanceexempred— 1 don't know. 
what I would ſay—my very ſtyle is 
perplexed. The meaning of it all is 
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an apprehenſion of having ſuffered in 
your opinion through a ſuppoſed want 
of delicacy or proper reſerve. [ 


Nevertheleſs I had rather (if you 
pleaſe) decline entering into any diſqui- 
ſition of the ſubject. It is a cauſe that 
will not bear examination; and I beg 
that my acquittal of this charge (if I 
am acquitted) may pals in ſilence, which 
] ſhallregard as a ſufficient juſtification, - 
and begin immediately upon à new 


3 1 8 9 88 14 
ſcore, | ? „ 34 1 41 enn 


i r 


After the many obligations you have 
conferred, I cannot doubt of this being 
added to the number, and am, c. 


* 3 ©, 


R 
* 
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WILL ſpare you “ the examination 

of this cauſe,” and would have rea- 
dily granted the whole of your requeſt, 
| had you not talk'd of © beginning a 
new ſcore if acquitted in /lence.” : 


W 


Let us have no new ſcores, I beſeech 
you. My age is a very improper one 
for beginning new leſſons, and a very 
ſufficient reaſon for continuing the 
old. 


An apprehenſion of having ſuffered 
in your- Opinion through a ſuppoſed 
| want of delicacy or proper reſerve.” — 
Ah! my good friend, of what texture 

| 18 
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is this newly-aſſumed veil, that, withs- 
out diſguiſing, attracts a cloſer obſer- 
vation. You knew my opinion better; 
but you were afraid of ſuffering in aur 
own for certain expreſſions— (the trutly. 
muſt come out; I gave you a hint of 
it about the extempore) for certain ex-- 
preſſions of kindneſs that had dropt un- 
awares from your pen. Don't. 
much like to recollectꝰ Indeed. 
You are aſhamed then of having ex- 
preſſed kindneſs for a benevo.ent- old 
man Who regards you with N 
affection. 15:20 


Are you aware of the inference that 
ut I ſpare you becauſe you have 
not ſuffered nor ever can * ſuffer in my 

opinion through ſuppoſed want of de- 
Ms. JOY licacy,?” 


LAS 7 119 2272 
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delicacy.” 5 


; of SP = IS, * 4 y * . 4 * * 


licacy,” or even c the ref nement of 


In Aae end during my illneſs, 
I remember diſclofing my ſentiments 
with a freedom that I thought became 
the © ccafion. Has this openneſs cre- 
ated a a ' diſtance between us? It ought 
not. To the beſt of my remembrance, 


I told you, with great fimplicity, that 


1 Preferred you, in all reſpects to all 
women ; and had deſtiny permitted, 
would | have gladly evinced that declara- 
tion ; but is this a reaſon for your 
drawing | back as it were, and with- 
1 holding t the marks of aneſteemof which 


12 


1 am not permitted to avail myſelf? 1 


1 A, — 
* 1 — FS 1 


Why do you force me to be unpolite? ? 
Why, do you oblige me to declare that 
I am 


4 
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I am proof againſt all your attrac- 
tions; that I never can become your 
lover; and that, therefore, your deli- 
cacy can never be impeached, or your 
reſerve acquitted ? 


What can I ſay more to ſatisfy you? 
From the firſt moment of our acquaint- 

ance, I marked you down as a ſubject | 
of examination, (my uſual method 
when tempted to form a friendſhip) and 
you have not yet failed in the trial, I 
have ſtudied your diſpoſition ; ; I have 
fathomed your capacity; z 1 have tried 
your temper . I have weighed, in the 
balance of impartiality, your virtues 
and your foibles. | How dv the former 


er 7 


W ] Leto me > encreat 25 85 not 
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ſcale. In a word, J have ſeen you at 
all hours, in all dreſſes, in all com- 
panies, and have obſerved a uniform, 
an invariable delicacy preſide over your 
whole conduct. 


Do theſe acknowledgments anſwer 
your demand? or will you ſtill difqua- 
lify, and ſtill ſolicir applauſe ? Pardon 
this laſt exprefſion— tis too ſevere. I 
had forgot the influence that diffident 
modeſty has over conſcious merit; and 

yet I cannot conelude without telling 
you, in very plain language, my fixed 
determination. | 


ee 
of the world we inhabit, makes it ne- 
cy (in ſome de gree) for us to live 


apart. 
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apart. Deprived of your converſation, x; 
I am folaced by your familiar corre- 
ſpondence. If you over- hadow hi. 
with unneceſſary reſerve. I will . 
change it for the other, and become, 


in ſpite of oppoſition, your inceſſant 


viſitor. Chuſe, therefore, one of theſe 
alternatives, and abide by your choice. 
Believe me, I had much rather be 
your gueſt than your correſpondent, 
and when I recolle& my laſt viſit to 
%, I can never forbear we to 


repeat it. 


That viſi tx. Fou Know- r ; t Ta 6% , | 6 . 


dear Mrs. **, how many circumſtances, 


how many agreeable. refletions—— 


The moonlight in the garden 


remember it — Twas 1 in croſſing le \ 


little 


— 


— 


LS 
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little lawn near the houſe, that we ſtopt 
ſhort to admire the beauty of the ſcene, 
and liſten, more attentively to the 
concealed muſic that vibrated along the 
hedges. Your hand was within my 
arm . . . . It had felt the preſſure of 
my lips. . . You withdrewit. .... 
Have you forgot that moment? . [ 
never ſhall forget it. Apprehenſive de- 
licacy forbad thoſe natural, innocent, 
ſilent expreſſions of ſatisfaction; whilſt 
VIRTUE, in your accents, directed our 
eyes and our thoughts: to the ſtarry 
heavens, and almoſt enabled them to 
penetrate the azure canopy. What an 
apoſtrophe } What ſublimity ! What 
tenderneſs | O had the excellent crea- 
ture to whom. . . but no more, leſt 
L injure the ſubject. This was indeed 
aol 1 5 one 


11 * e 
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one of thoſe precious and unfrequent - 
moments, when, by a happy concur- 
rence of circumſtances, Humanity 
ſeems raiſed above itſelf, and feels ſen- 
ſations of which the vulgar, the igno- 
rant, or the licentious mind cannot 
form an idea 


I have been reading what I have 
written, and am pleafed with my un- 
premeditated digreſſion. I hope it will 
not diſpleaſe my fair reader, Come, 

come, my dear friend, for ſo I will call 
you, think better of this matter. Diſ- 
card affectation. Return my. Ancere, 
my diſintereſted affection with equal ſin- 
cerity and frankneſs. The journey of 
lie is, with me, drawing faſt to a con- 
e cluſion. 
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cluſion, Short indeed is the remaining | 
paſſage z but rugged. to the feet of a. 

weary traveller, and barren to his de- 
caying ſight. Continue, then to be- 

guile the irkſomeneſs of the way, ſooth 

him with the ſong of ſympathy, and. 
ſtrew the flowers of friendſhi p in his: 
path. | 


„Weggeſdag; 

This will be a moſt unreaſonable. 
letter, tor a freſh ſubject has offered, 
and one that. I have intended at leaſt 
twenty times to mention, and it has 
always eſcaped me: Junius, and his 
writings. Pray what is your opinion 

of them, particularly the laſt letter? I 
am ſure his repreſentations muſt intereſt 

you a little; but you ſhould diſtinguiſh 

the 


-M 
1 


THE CORRESPONDENTS. 257 


the matter from the manner, and hear 
both ſides of the queſtion, before you 
decide on the merits of this popular 
_ writer, | 


I think now that this is a very oppor- 
zune change of our ſubject. Loet us 
then, if you pleaſe, drop entirely all 
diſcourſe of ourſelves, our ſituation, 
our ſentiments, and commence poli- 
ticians without loſs of time. Take no 
notice of the firſt part of this leiter, but 
acquaint me, as ſoon as poſſible, with 
all your political notions, and, | in 
Quidnunc's language, « What you 
zake to be the balance of power," 


But firſt you muſt let me know— 
though that i IS needleſs too; for III be 
ſworn 
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ſworn you are a Patriot, a true daughter 


of Britain; always for liberty.“ 


No love but that of Carthage Tres my boſom, 
* — for thee, O what for thee, 
My finking country, W would I not endure ! 


Ay, ay, ſhe did endure.” She deſerted 
the fortunes of a decrepid old huſband 
Who was indifferent to her, and threw 
herſelf. Ne es not fromn the top of a pre- 
cipice . - « nor into a caldron of boil- 
ing * . but we 8 unparalleled 
ſacrifice 88 TENN the threw herſelf... 
into the arms of a handſome young 
man whom ſhe loved! Poor Sopho- 
niſba ! Do you not t ſympathize 3 in her 
ſufferings 0 


" Raillery apart, I beg you will give 


me your free opinion of this celebrated 
| writer 


4. 
4 
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writer and his compoſitions. I ſhall 
not influence your judgment by any 
previous remarks, nor add another line 
after bidding you very heartily 

Farewell. 


— 


| Thurkday morning. | 
An unexpected delay obliges me to 
break my word; but Diſpatch ſhall 
bring you this, and inform you what a 
droll accident has bafallen the Diligence. 
I encloſe your two laſt letters to be 
numbered and claſſed with the reſt, and ; 
then be pleaſed to make them all up in a 
pacquet for him to bring me hither. 
TI want to review, at my leiſure, this 
little ſeries of billet-doux, nor will you, 
2 hope . . but hold—lT had like to 
hay ve infringed our | newly eſtabliſhed 
law, 
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hw; which is, to ſay nothing of our- 
| ſelves at preſent, but as much as we 
pleaſe on any other topic. 


I have already given you a topic from 
which I expect great entertainment, 
Spread your intellectual pinions, and 
ſoar at once into the region of politics, 
ſinging 10 Junius. i 
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To. 


WanTED Diſpatch to come for the 
pacquet in his return from town, as 
it could make but a few miles differ- 
ence; but he pleads your commands 
to the contrary; ſo I ſhall only detain 
him while I write theſe fem lines, 
and adjuſt the other letters. 


The extorted commendations and cor- 
rective raillery of this laſt favour makes 
me extremely willing to obferve our 
e newly eſtabliſhed law,” and * drop 
all diſcourſe of ourſelves ;” though at 
the ſame time I muſt aſſure you, upon 
my word and honour, that my meaning 
was not rightly interpreted; nor did I 
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think that the © beginning a new ſcore? 
would be underſtood as adeviation from 
our uſual plan of writing; but let all that 
paſs. I have now another taſk allotted 
me, and ſhall engage 1n it very cheer- 
fully, if you will but hold out the pro- 
per lights, and condeſcend to be my 
political preceptor. I fancy I have not 
ſeen the laſt letter of Junius. Pray 
mention in your next who it is addreſſed 
to. I ſhall for ſeveral reaſons be rather 
impatient till 1 have the honour of 
hearing from you. Iam ſorry for the 
1 poor Diligence, though the accident was 
truly ludicrous; and ſhall be glad to 
reſume the more eligible conveyance. 


There was no forbearing to laugh at 
your ridicule of poor Sophoniſba's ſe- 
cond 
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cond marriage ; but you take no notice 
of the poiſon that was her nuptial pre- 
ſent, nor of her courage in drinking it. 
1 don't mean (like the young ſtudent in 
Emiiius Jon account of its nauſeous taſte; 
but at all events, and moſtly according 
to our repreſentation of the affair, it 
required ſome magnanimity. 


You know very well that Jam jea- 
lous of my ſex's honour; and there are 
ſeveral other paſſages in your letter, 

which, notwithſtanding the prohibition 
Tut *ris no matter. ---Bc aſſured only, 
that I abhor affectation as much as in- 
delicacy, and am ſorry for having ſkewn 
any appearance of it. Your reproofs 
are indeed ſevere, but I will profit by 
them, and intreat you, * honoured 

| friend, 
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friend, never to ſpare my foibles, You 
ſhall not find me incorrigible. I do ac- 
knowledge that I was to blame (though 
not perhaps in the identical inſtance or 
degree that you apprehend) and now 
having, as you very juſtly obſerve, no 
reaſon for diſguiſing my ſentiments, I 
avow them, and proclaim myſelf 
Your obliged | 
and moſt affectionate Friend. 
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